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Editorial 


ONE LAST PUSH 


THE LOCAL ELECTIONS are just days 
away and the results could have a deep 
and lasting impact on the future of British 
nationalism. If the BNP surprises everyone 
and wins several council seats and gains 
representation in the Welsh Assembly 
then its leader Nick Griffin will 


undoubtedly buy himself some more time. 


lf, however, the BNP does badly, by 
which | mean it loses the seats it is 
defending and fails to win any new 
ones, then his position will become 
virtually untenable. With the bailiffs 
parked outside his house and a restless 
membership finally about to desert 
him, his political future will be 
extremely limited. 

The demise of Griffin would signal the 
end of the BNP. What greater incentive is 
there for one final push against the BNP 
in these elections. 

Please join us for our final Day of 
Action, on Sunday 1 May, and help the 
HOPE not hate campaign bang the final 
nail into Griffin's coffin. 


THE TRUE FACE OF THE EDL 

The physical intimidation and racist abuse 
hurled by English Defence League 
supporters at HOPE not hate activists in 
Thurrock prove the true nature of the 
EDL - racist, thuggish and supportive of 
the BNP. 

Around the country the picture is 
the same. 

Over in Burnley our HOPE not hate 
organiser has been sent threatening 
emails by the local EDL. In the North East 
left-wing activists have been regularly 
targeted by the EDL, as have others in 
Yorkshire and the West Midlands. 

The EDL leaders in Luton claim to have 
no sympathy for far-right groups such as 
the BNP but the actions of their 
supporters tell a different story. 


OLDHAM = TEN YEARS ON 

It is ten years ago this month that race 
riots broke out in Oldham. The three 
days of disturbances followed months of 
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rising tensions and violence in the town 
and were actually triggered by a dozen 
white racists, BNP members and football 
hooligans, who ran down a 
predominantly Asian street attacking local 
people and their property. 

The disturbances took place against a 
background of rising BNP intimidation 
and intense activity. The party held its 
annual conference in the town and party 
activists were greeted with the words 
“Welcome to Oldham, the front line of 
the race war". Griffin himself stood in 
the Oldham West and Royton 
constituency in the 2001 general election 
and polled 16% of the vote a fortnight 
after the riots. 

Oldham has moved on in these ten 
years. A lot of work by a lot of people 
has lessened the tensions and brought 
people together. There are still problems 
in the town but they are certainly not on 
the scale of a decade ago. As we 
remember those darks days of May 2001 
it is with relief and joy that we can report 
no BNP candidates in the 2011 local 
elections in Oldham. 


A MOVEMENT HERO 

This month we also remember a former 
Searchlight editor Maurice Ludmer, who 
died 30 years ago. Maurice served in the 
British Army during the Second World 
War and it was a visit to Belsen 
concentration camp that changed his life 
forever. In 1975 he helped launched 
Searchlight as a monthly magazine and 
he was also president of Birmingham 
Trades Council. 

Maurice led by example and his mantra 
of teaching anti-racism to anti-fascists 
and anti-fascism to anti-racists should be 
a continuing example to us all. 


Nok Loos 


Nick Lowles editor 
e: nick@hopenothate.org.uk 
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Opening: shot. 


We've got - 
the X tector! 


TV PRESENTER and radio host Dermot 
O'Leary became the latest well-known 
figure to back the HOPE not hate campaign. 
In an email to over 130,000 HOPE not 
hate supporters Dermot backed our 
campaign and urged everyone to join our 
national day of action in our key regional 
priority areas. 
»? He told our supporters: “It's a sad state of 
affairs that parties like the BNP still exist. 
fv why we have to take positive action 

against them. This weekend good people like you 

will be taking part in peaceful leafleting exercises that 
aim to expose the lies and true nature of the BNP.” 

Dermot is one of Britain's most popular presenters 
and in recent years has worked on Big Brother's Little 
Brother and fronted up The X Factor. He also hosts a 
BBC Radio 2 show. 

He was born in Colchester to Irish parents and left 
school with just two GCSEs though he went on to 
Middlesex University to study Media and Television 
with Politics. 

He is the latest in a long line of celebrities who have 
backed the HOPE not hate campaign. Others include 
Eddie Izzard, Beverley Knight, chefs Jamie Oliver, 
Ainsley Harriott and David Myers, Kelly Holmes and 
Alan Sugar. 

Dermot hosted the last series of The X Factor, a 
show created by Simon Cowell, who has also signed 
up to the HOPE not hate campaign. 

Some of these celebrities have added their names to 
statements of support in the Daily Mirror, a key 
partner in the HOPE not hate campaign, while others, 
such as Eddie Izzard and Billy Bragg, have taken part in 
leafleting sessions, fundraising events and video 
appeals to supporters. 

For the fourth year running the Daily Mirror is 
backing the HOPE not hate campaign. | 


To see who else supports the HOPE not hate 
campaign visit www.hopenothate.org.uk 
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A last drink? 


Nick Lowles and Matthew Collins ask whether Nick Griffin has finally reached the end of 


the road. 


olling day on 5 May could 

better be described as a 

finishing line for the British 
National Party. It has been fighting 
a race against time, the law courts, 
bailiffs and its own incompetence 
just to get there without folding in 
on itself. Even if the BNP struggles 
on, it still might prove the beginning 
of the end for Nick Griffin, the party 
leader. As his internal opponents 
finally get organised it really feels as 
though it is a question of when 
Griffin falls not if. 

Fatigue is evident; after almost a 
year of public squabbling, purging 
and factionalising against a 
backdrop of mounting debts and 
diminishing political influence and 
returns, even the BNP does not 
know how it will fare on 5 May. 
The indications are that it will go 
down fighting, but poorly armed 
and led. Griffin remains bullish but 
distant, ensconcing himself far 
away in the relative seclusion and 
sanctuary of the European 
Parliament for as long as he 
possibly can. 

The day-to-day running and 
purging of the remains of the party 
has been left in the hands of the 
last few remaining loyalists, the 
proverbial band that plays on while 
the SS Griffin slowly lurches from 
one potential grave to another. 

Party expulsions and 
suspensions dried up over the past 
month, while panicked party 
organisers raced around plugging 
leaks. Defections instead took 
centre stage, like in the final few 
minutes of the football transfer 
window, as former BNP activists 
and candidates switched allegiance 
as if to avoid the relegation 
dogfight. They included almost the 
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entire BNP branch in Kirklees, 
Yorkshire, who switched to the 
English Democrats like their former 
regional organiser Chris Beverley, 
who on his departure described 
Griffin and his “clique of paid 
thugs” as “degenerates”. 

Simply getting the party into 
election mode appeared an 
impossibility even for those who 
did want to stand. The party's 
national elections officer Clive 
Jefferson, a man not renowned for 
his organisational ability, devised a 
questionnaire that was an 
incomprehensible and arduous slog 
for those few who actually wanted 
to stand as BNP candidates. 

Even when nomination packs 
were available, organisers and 
activists complained that they 
were still waiting for Jefferson to 
give candidates the authority to 
represent the party. As Kevin 
Scott, the party's former North 
East regional organiser, wrote: 

“It seems the leadership want 
us to beg for the paperwork”. 
The frustration at times seemed 
palpable. 

The rising tension was, of 
course, not solely the result of 
election stress. Beverley's 
employer, the BNP’s Yorkshire 
MEP Andrew Brons, fired the first 
salvo in what could be a quest for 
leadership. Since last summer Eddy 
Butler, who also works for Brons, 
has been leading increasingly 
vehement calls for Griffin's 
removal as leader. Brons described 
this campaign as “entirely 
negative propaganda”, pointing 
out how its promoters had no 
strategy for achieving their aim. 

More intriguing was Brons's 
reference to the last time Griffin 


led a far-right party, the National 
Front, in particular the events of 
1986 when Brons lined up against 
Griffin and Patrick Harrington, 
now once more Griffin's right- 
hand man again. Describing 
Harrington as “the architect of 
using the disciplinary machinery as 
a weapon of mass destruction", 
Brons added that he “does not 
waste valuable time learning from 
his own mistakes”. 

Some saw Brons's statement, 
which he headed “The 
Unacknowledged Complementarity 
That Is Destroying The British 
National Party”, as an expression of 
armed neutrality. It was blunt, 
eloquent and in parts conciliatory 
and thoughtful. Overall, Brons took 
the side of the poor old members, 
caught up in all this conflict. One of 
his four recommendations was that 
the party hold an EGM to proceed 
with the constitutional changes 
agreed by its annual conference, 
something Brons knew full well that 
Griffin would not allow despite 
previously agreeing to it. It was 
quite clear that Brons has tired of 
Griffin, Harrington and their 
vindictive purging of members 
/ not blindly loyal to Griffin. 
The day after Brons's 
statement, rumour emerged 
from the North East of a new 
challenge to Griffin. 
According to Scott, 
Richard Edmonds, who 
had been the deputy 
leader of the party 
under its founder John 
Tyndall, intended to 
organise a leadership 
challenge for later this 

year, during the 
period when the 


Preparing to make 
his move: 
Andrew Brons 
MEP 


party constitution allows members 
to put forward their names, unless 
“the party collapses beforehand”. 
Coincidentally, that very day one 
newspaper in the North East 
headlined an article about the 
BNP's lack of election candidates: 
“Party's over as BNP disappear”. 

Another financial scandal hit 
Griffin shortly before nominations 
closed. Griffin's return of election 
expenses for his parliamentary 
campaign in Barking last year 
included printing bills totalling 
almost £10,000 from Newton 
Press for newspapers delivered in 
the constituency, declaring them 
paid. The High Court rejected a 
plea by Richard Barnbrook, 
Griffin's election agent and 
former BNP London Assembly 
member, that the false return was 
not his fault because the BNP 
treasurer had lied to him, and 
referred the case to the Director 
of Public Prosecutions, but 
added that Griffin might also 
need to apply to the court for 
relief from prosecution. 

Griffin has managed to put off at 
least two other financial problems. 
Legal action began against the 
party in late March to recover 
£45,000 it had failed to pay into 
court following judgement in a 
case brought by several former 
employees, but proceedings were 
put on hold after the BNP was 
granted leave to appeal. 


Also in late March Griffin 
boasted that the party had paid all 
its outstanding tax and national 
insurance bills to HM Revenue and 
Customs. According to Butler this 
is a lie and the party is currently 
paying £2.35 a day in interest on 
the £26,000 it owes for the tax 
year 2009/10. 

The crisis in the BNP is now so 
deep that Griffin's future may no 
longer lie solely in his hands. 

The vast majority of those active in 
the party a year ago, at least those 
in crucial areas, are probably now 
opposed to the leadership. 

Many have left the party but others 
have remained, albeit apparently 
waiting for something to happen. 

There are growing rumours of 
another breakaway party or at 
least mass resignations if the local 
election results turn out as bad as 
expected. Over the past year many 
of Griffin's opponents have urged 
their followers to stay in the party 
and fight, but as each day passes 
and the extent of the party's debts 
becomes clearer, they are 
increasingly of the view that the 
BNP is finished and an alternative 
is being widely discussed. 

Andy McBride, the BNP's former 
South East regional organiser, Paul 
Golding, its former 
communications officer, and 
possibly even Jim Dowson, its 
former fundraising consultant, are 
organising a “Way Forward” 


Last orders please: 
BNP leader 
Nick Griffin 


conference in mid-May as an 
attempt to bring those opposed to 
Griffin, inside and outside the 
party, together under the banner 
of nationalist reconciliation. 

Some, however, have not been 
prepared to wait. Some have 
jumped ship to the English 
Democrats and a few have joined 
fringe far-right parties. Many of 
Griffin's opponents think they can 
be tempted back by Griffin's 
removal, the appeal of a new party 
or an outbreak of infighting in the 
English Democrats that makes their 
continued presence untenable. 

Perhaps the one person who 
could genuinely bring about a 
realignment on the British far right 
is Brons. He has remained loyal to 
the BNP while distancing himself 
from Griffin and the apparatchiks 
running the party, but his recent 
statements indicate that even his 
patience is growing thin. 

If Brons jumps ship, many 
others are likely to follow and 
Griffin will be left with little than 
an empty shell of a party and its 
crippling debts. 

All eyes are on 5 May. Poor results 
are likely to trigger mass resigna- 
tions. However, if Griffin pulls a 
surprise election result out of the 
bag he will still have to figure out 
how to pay off the creditors. 

Either way, Griffin appears to 
be drinking at the last chance 
saloon. 
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Investigation nvestigation 


War breaks out between 
EDL and ‘Infidels’ 


By Matthew Collins 


ists and bottles flew, 
knives, corkscrews and 
broken bottles were 


brandished. Sandwiched 
between two coaches and a 
brick wall, the leaders of the 
English Defence League, 
Kevin Carroll and his cousin 
Stephen Yaxley Lennon, felt 
that they were fighting for 
their lives. 

Carroll claims that he and 
Lennon were warned by the 
police before arriving in 
Blackburn for their 
demonstration on 2 April that 
they faced “a serious risk of 
murder". In the run-up to the 
demonstration, a whole host 
of notices had been delivered 
to EDL members. Some were 
warned not to attend the rally 
unless they wanted to be 
arrested; others were the 
subjects of death threats 
delivered on internet forums 
and Facebook. The EDL was 
not just in meltdown, it was 
about to explode. 

Last month we a drew a 
picture of the two EDL 
leaders struggling for survival, 
trying desperately to turn a 
violent street army into some 
kind of properly regimented, 
cash producing, anti-Islamic 
pressure group. The continual 
boiling over of violence and 
the death threats — both 
issued and received — were 
making Lennon and Carroll 
world-weary. 

Someone somewhere had 
convinced them that they 
were having some effect on 
government policy. Ridiculous 
as the suggestion is, they had 
begun listening to poor 
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advice from hangers-on and 
self-appointed advisers who 
encouraged them into 
believing their own publicity. 
The added interest of a 
Channel 4 documentary team 
following the two leaders 
caused them to think they 
should appear to be in rigid 
control of the EDL for the 
Blackburn demonstration. 


AUTONOMOUS 
It was no easy proposition for 
Carroll and Lennon. The EDL 
in the north of England 
exercised too much 
autonomy and created and 
played out violent, football- 
related internecine rivalries 
with the group's southern 
divisions. More troubling was 
the section's willingness to 
lend the occasional and 
sympathetic ear to the anti- 
leadership ranting of the 
popular Yorkshire-based 
renegade John “Snowy” 
Shaw. For almost a year, 
Shaw, a former pin-up boy 
for the EDL for his brazen and 
confrontational acts against 
authority, has been travelling 
northern England and 
Scotland in a crusade against 
the leadership of Carroll and 
Lennon. Shaw, a llama farmer 
and former crack addict, 
made allegations of financial 
mismanagement against the 
Luton-based leadership, 
charges that were thrown 
viciously back in his face in a 
YouTube video in which 
Lennon lampooned “Snowy” 
as a muppet. 

A number of northern 
divisions and groups, 


particularly in the North West 
of England, were calling 
themselves “Infidels” to 
emphasise their autonomy. 
While the EDL's Preston 
demonstration had small 
outbreaks of violence 
between rival divisions, it was 
not apparent how distressed 
the organisation was 
becoming until some three 
months later in Luton, when 
a number of violent inter-EDL 
clashes occurred away from 
the demonstration. 
Despite assurances that they 
would be “let off the leash", 
some of the North West 
Infidels were heavily 
stewarded to ensure that 
Lennon's “homecoming” 
passed off relatively incident 
free. Both Carroll and Lennon 
were cutting back on their 
inflammatory language, 
public activities and website 
postings, fearing they would 
at some stage be imprisoned 
if they or their ofganisation 
tripped up, fears that were 
exacerbated by ongoing 
investigations into Lennon's 
business affairs and his 
supposed face-saving arrest 
at the London “poppy 
burning” demonstration. 
Blackburn is the heart of 
Infidel activity. It is a well 
organised and antagonistic 
division of the EDL that 
secures ongoing local and 
national interest due to its 
picketing of Kentucky 
Fried Chicken restaurants. 
They had been demanding 
the recognition of a 
demonstration on their own 
“turf" for nearly two years. 


The division was viewed as 
troublesome and “politically” 
motivated by the Midlands 
and Southern divisions of the 
mainstream EDL. Added to 
that, Shaw was likely to put 
in a disruptive appearance. 

In mid March, Shaw issued 
a threat to what he termed 
“Reds and Militants", 
warning antifascists and the 
wider left that he planned to 
target “your meetings, 
fundraisers and social 
events”. Explaining that he 
was relying on EDL personnel 
to carry out his threats, he 
wrote further that “some of 
the lads feel that the large 
demos have become stale 
and predictable”. There is 
already a campaign of 
intimidation and harassment 
against socialist organisations 
in Sunderland and Newcastle, 
carried out ostensibly by 
individuals aligned to Shaw, 
but in the name of the EDL. 

Guramit Singh was drafted 
back in by the leadership to 
organise the Blackburn 
demonstration. Singh, a 
prominent Sikh EDL activist, 
had been rightfully fearful 
that he was being frozen out 
by Carroll and Lennon, after 
he was pointed out to them 
as one of the apparent main 
causes of discomfort and 
potential legal trouble 
because of a series of 
inflammatory speeches, 
bordering on criminal, that 
he made at earlier rallies. 
Singh was supposed to act as 
a buffer between the Luton 
leadership and the North 
West Infidels and also as a 


means of ensuring no money 
would have to leave Luton 
and fall into the hands of the 
Blackburn division. Blackburn 
EDL activists saw this as an 
out-and out provocation and 
slowly a series of threats 
were passed around the 
country until they eventually 
found their way to Carroll 
and Lennon. 

If people felt that Carroll 
and Lennon were losing their 
proverbial “bottle”, they 
were mistaken. Being public 
and ruthless in dealing with 
dissent is one tactic that the 
cousins have learnt well, 
even if it does occasionally 
come at the expense of 
common sense. Lennon in 
particular privately reacted 
angrily to the threats 
delivered to him, but under 
counsel from Carroll refused 
to say anything publicly. 

An ongoing skirmish with 
the English National Alliance 
was also threatening to 
escalate. Lennon dealt with 
the ENA’s nominal leader Bill 
Baker with such vitriol that it 
shocked even Baker, no 
stranger to foul and abusive 
rants. Baker may have 
resigned from the ENA to 
escape the wrath of Lennon 
and Carroll, but he did so 


rather explosively, if perhaps 
not entirely independently of 
the northern Infidels. 

Baker openly accused the 
EDLs leadership of being 
involved in the drugs trade in 
a series of emotive tirades on 
his Facebook page. He wrote 
that while he was quitting the 
ENA, it was a preoccupation 
with drugs and money that 
was stopping the EDL putting 
money into his personal 
crusade against an Islamic 
centre being built in 
Dagenham. Searchlight has 
no way of verifying Baker's 
claims, aside from reporting 
that he was described as an 
“embarrassment” and a 
“parasite” by the EDL before 
his string of attacks on the 
organisation really took off. 


BATTLE PLANS 

In the days leading up to the 
Blackburn march, it became 
clear that both sides had 
drawn up battle plans well in 
advance. Lancashire police 
visited well known EDL and 
Infidel activists, issuing them 
with letters warning that they 
faced arrest should they 
appear at the Blackburn 
demonstration. As well as 
Shaw, Shane Calvert, the 
Blackburn organiser, was 


effectively banned from 
attending the rally in his 
home town. A number of 
others received letters and a 
personal message was 
delivered to Michael Johnson, 
the former Blackburn and 
Darwen BNP councillor and 
England First Party member, 
who had spoken at a number 
of EDL rallies previously, 
telling him that he was also 
not welcome. Shaw was said 
to have bolted over fences to 
avoid receiving his letter. 
Whether Singh had in some 
way acted as a Trojan Horse is 
unclear, but the angry 
responses from the recipients 
were directed towards Singh, 
decrying him as a “grass”. 
Singh claims to have worked 
with the Blackburn division in 
organising the demonstration. 
Whether he was used to 
gather intelligence for the 
leadership remains a mystery. 
The response was swift. 
Two nights before the protest 
it became quite clear that 
there would be serious 
disorder between rival 
groups. Osman letters, the 
police intelligence notices 
warning recipients of serious 
threats to their lives, arrived 
at the homes of Carroll and 
Lennon. It was now, 


according to both sides, in 
hooligan vernacular “on”. 

As EDL supporters arrived in 
Blackburn, the police, aware 
from their intelligence 
gathering of the internal 
schisms, ensured that coaches 
from the north and the south 
were parked well away from 
each other. Positioning himself 
almost like the US nazi leader 
George Lincoln Rockwell 
behind rows of his own 
security guards, Lennon 
began his leader's speech in 
front of 2,000 people by 
launching an attack on 
certain individuals from the 
Infidels, though without 
naming the Infidels explicitly. 
Swaying, almost staggering, 
Lennon demanded that those 
disloyal to him identify 
themselves. Alan Smith of the 
North East Infidels was called 
to the front of the rally to 
explain himself and his actions 
and labelled a “Nazi” by 
Lennon before EDL security 
attacked and removed him. 

A 15-minute burst of 
violent disorder followed. 
Lennon's security people 
went into the crowd to deal 
violently with dissenters who 
presented themselves behind 
a gang of Infidels with shaven 
heads and black t-shirts with 


May 2011 | Searchlight | 9 


the words “right-wing 
extremist” on the front. 
Lennon was taken aback by 
the ferocity of their 
attempted assault on him, as 
were the assailants by the 
reaction of Lennon's and 
Carroll's security teams. 
During a large part of the 
speeches by Lennon and then 
Singh there was very little 
order in the proceedings. 

Closing the disastrous 
demonstration, Carroll 
rounded angrily on the 
Infidels, attempting to pump 
up an often confused and 
rather disturbed crowd, 
promising that the EDL was 
making political headway. 
He then demanded, in the 
name of soldiers serving in 
Afghanistan, that there 
should be no more disorder 
that afternoon. 

Fifteen minutes later back 
in the coach park, the Luton 
contingent found that their 
coach had been inexplicably 
moved and parked next to a 
coach from the North East. 
The threat contained in the 
Osman letter then nearly 
became reality when the 
North East Infidels launched 
their attack. In what was 
described as a “fight for life 
in a phonebox"” Carroll and 
Lennon were confronted and 
attacked by the North East 
Infidels, while a Channel 4 
documentary team filmed 
them fighting for what they 
believed was their lives with 
their backs against a wall. 
An hour later, the North East 
Infidels were claiming that 
Carroll and Lennon had been 
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“done” and “smashed” in 
the words of Carl Jordan, 
while Karl Clements, another 
Infidel, also claimed “there is 
now a war between North 
and South, bring it on”. 
Clements added that Shaw 
had even been on one of the 
Infidels’ coaches. 


EDL DIVIDES 

Friendships formed by 
affiliation to the EDL 
crumbled within hours. 

Up and down the country 
individuals fell into line 
behind either the Luton 
leadership or the Infidels. 
Peter Duffy, one of the 
leaders of the North East 
Infidels and a convicted 
heroin dealer, wrote a 
personal message to 
Robinson on Facebook: 

“va [sic] f***ed with the 
wrong ones this time,” 
while Birmingham and 
Luton hooligans promised 
they would be more than 
happy “to f*** you lot up” 
in response. The EDL's main 
forum was closed for hours 
while threats were issued on 
personal pages and further 
confrontations arranged. 
Lennon was seen in 


Manchester in the early 
evening getting on a train to 
Colne with a mob of 
hooligans who had 
obviously disembarked from 
their coaches in search of 
revenge. Disembarking from 
coaches for angry 
confrontations seems to be 
a Lennon speciality. 

For days afterwards Carroll 
used the internet to describe 
the attackers as little more 
than “NF dickheads”. But the 
normally cool Carroll was 
visibly shaken. Although the 
description of his and 
Lennon's would be assassins 
as National Front might suit 
him and probably the tiny NF 
too, it is disingenuous and he 
knows it. Privately he is 
saying not only that “Snowy” 
Shaw is probably in the pay 
of the state but also that 
there is a BNP/Combat 18 
influence among the Infidels 
to which he and Lennon 
apparently now object. 

Nor is the conflict simply 
north v south as the Infidels 
want people to believe. 
Sections of Newcastle EDL 
are for the moment remaining 
loyal to the Luton leadership, 
pitting them against their 


traditional football hooligan 
rivals in Sunderland. Some are 
keener to be involved in an 
amalgamated North East 
Infidels to continue the war 
with the south. The violent 
football hooligans of Bolton 
EDL's Cuckoo Boys, who 
launched an attack on 
Birmingham EDL after the 
Luton demonstration, have 
also decided for the moment 
to remain loyal to the EDL. 
This pits them against their 
neighbours from Blackburn 
who are firmly in the 
“Infidels” camp. 
Reputations are made and 
broken in these EDL/Infidel 
hooligan circles. Lennon and 
Carroll may bank confidently 
on the relative cocoon of 
Luton but there will be 
trouble one way or another. 
A national newspaper has 
approached the EDL claiming 
to have photographs of 
Lennon taken last year at a 
party standing in front of a 
table that had on it what 
“could be viewed as being 
drugs”. The EDL denies that 
Lennon had any knowledge 
of what was on the table. 
The party was, however, 
in Blackburn. 


[EDL news in brief | news in brief 


EDL pervert groomed 13-year-old 


Not the BNP 


ALTHOUGH THE ENGLISH DEFENCE 
LEAGUE tries to distance itself from the 
British National Party, at least two EDL 
activists are standing as BNP candidates in 
this month's elections. 

Nigel Shipman, who is contesting 


Shirebrook South East ward in Bolsover has 
attended a number of EDL demonstrations. 


Down the M1 and hoping to represent 
the BNP on Birmingham City Council in 
Quinton ward is Stuart Bates (pictured), 
better known in EDL circles as the group's 
Birmingham organiser Stewart Austin. 


When wearing his BNP hat Bates acts as a 


bodyguard to Nick Griffin, the BNP leader. 


Life is not much different for him in the EDL 
as he appears to be one of the regular thugs 


protecting its increasingly erratic leader 
Stephen Yaxley Lennon. 


ALWAYS QUICK to jump on any 
story about grooming of young 
girls by Muslim men, the English 
Defence League was embarrassed 
when it emerged recently that a 
man who pleaded guilty at Hull 
Crown Court last year to sexually 
grooming a child was an EDL 
supporter. 

Brett Moses flew to Vancouver 
in June 2005 and took an 11 hour 
bus journey to meet the 13-year- 
old girl in Grand Forks, British 
Columbia. He was arrested after 
the parents of one of the girl's 
friends reported their concerns to 
the police. He was eventually 
deported back to the UK where he 
was met by British police. 

Moses, 37, had posed on an 
internet chat room as an abused 
teenage boy named “John Smith” 
with the intention of duping the 
girl into agreeing to meet him. 

Moses, a security guard in Hull, 
was given a 12-month prison 
sentence, suspended for two 
years, after he pleaded guilty to 
the offence. 


It seems all is not well with Bates, or Basher as he is affectionately known to his 


EDL posse. An ardent Birmingham City supporter, Bates called an EDL meeting in the 


city only for it to be attacked by Aston Villa hooligans. On Facebook Bates wrote: 


“A message to those c***s from erdingtonn [sic] who tried to f*** up our meeting 
tonight u have my account inbox me and were sort it u stupid villa c***s look at the 


bigger picture its not about football.” 


EDL activist jailed for affray 


AN ENGLISH Defence League activist 
from Dudley has been jailed for a year 
after he launched a “flying kick “at a 
police officer. 

Appearing at Wolverhampton Crown 
Court, Thomas Blackwell of Lower 
Gornal admitted a charge of affray 
during an EDL protest in Dudley on 
17 July last year. 

Judge Michael Challinor told him that 
DVD evidence showed he had “‘clearly” 
been at the forefront of the violence 
which erupted in Stafford Street on the 
day. “You attended this demonstration 
with the intention of causing disorder and 
violence," he said. “This is clear from the 
fact you were wearing protective clothing 
in the form of a stab vest. 

“In the course of this disorder you 
tackled a police officer by using a flying 
kick to his protective shield.” 

Stephen Thomas, prosecuting, told the 
court Blackwell had been near the front 
of the group of EDL protesters who had 
thrown bottles and pieces of metal at 
police, before kicking the officer's riot 
shield and swearing at him. 

Thomas said the group had also been 
chanting at the police and naming people 
who had killed officers, including Raoul 
Moat in Tyne and Wear two weeks earlier. 

Two others who also pleaded guilty to 
affray during the EDL march will be 
sentenced on 31 May. Scott Bailey of 
Gornal is accused of throwing a fence at 
police while Anthony Grant from 
Netherton is accused of throwing 
“stones and large objects”. 


Coked out 


“HAVE A Coke and a smile" was the 
slogan for a popular advertisement in 
1980 and it seems to be the mantra by 
which EDL activist Ross “Villa” Gilbert 
lives his life. 

Bored on the coach journey from the 
Midlands to the EDL protest in 
Blackburn in April, Gilbert wrote on 
Facebook: “En route to Blackburn, all 
the Midlands division at the service 
station. Still waiting for Tommy 
Robinson and co to turn up.” 

A little later he wrote: “There's a 
good amount of cocaine floating about 
on this coach." 

This failed to impress one EDL 
member from the North West called 
Sally who responded: “What the same 
cocaine our armed forces are trying to 
not allow into this country? Pricks.” 
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Declining numbers 


Nick Lowles looks at the likely electoral demise of the BNP 


THE BRITISH NATIONAL 
PARTY’S decline is 
graphically illustrated by 
the number of candidates it 
is fielding in the 2011 local 
elections. Its 268 candidates 
represent a considerable 
fall compared to the 780 
who stood last year and the 
high point of 878 in 2007. 

But even the low number 
does not give the full 
picture, as the party has no 
candidates in many wards 
where it was previously 
strong, including some that 
it should be defending. 

In several local authorities 
the BNP had large numbers 
of candidates last year but 
none at all this time round. 
Among them are Southend, 
which had 17 in 2010, 
Gateshead 16, Sunderland 
12, and Broxbourne and 
Bury 10. 

There are several other 
important local authorities 
where the BNP has far fewer 
candidates than last year. 
Many of these are in West 
Yorkshire and Greater 
Manchester. In 2010 the 
BNP fielded 31 candidates 
in Leeds, 21 in Kirklees, 

19 in Wakefield and 12 in 
Bradford. This year the BNP 
has just one, four, two and 
one respectively in these 
four local authorities. 

In the North West there 
are just three candidates in 
Wigan compared to 19 last 
year, while Tameside is 
down from 16 to five. 

In the West Midlands, 
Sandwell has just two BNP 
candidates, compared to 
24 in 2010 and there are 
none in Solihull, where 
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there were 16 last year. 

The BNP’s best prospects 
lie in Stoke-on-Trent, 
though the dream of 
becoming the largest party, 
which it had at the 
beginning of 2010, is long 
gone. Local government 
reorganisation has totally 
redrawn the ward 
boundaries and the BNP will 
be boosted by the fact that 
two of its three strongest 
wards are multi-member, 
which should benefit the 
BNP as it is only standing 
one candidate in each. 

In 2007 the BNP polled 
exceptionally well in the 
East Midlands, the last time 
many of those councils held 
elections. This time there 
are not only far fewer BNP 
candidates than last time 
but some of those who 
stood for the BNP four years 
ago are now standing for 
other parties. 

In fact, there are several 
former BNP candidates 
standing for the 
English Democrats, 
National Front or even the 
England First Party. 

The number of wards the 
BNP will be pushing to win 
is substantially lower than in 
previous elections. Partly 
this is a reflection of its own 
sorry state but also a 
recognition that a Labour 
revival, now that it is out of 
office, should put many 
close contests out of the 
BNP’s reach. 

Nominating candidates is 
one thing, contesting 
elections is quite another 
and there is a real question 
mark over the BNP’s ability 


to carry out the local 
campaigning required to 
turn a 25% vote into the 
35%+ needed win a seat. 

Outside the dozen wards 
we highlight opposite, it is 
hard to see where other BNP 
gains could occur. 

A few surprises include 
Bolsover, where the BNP has 
eight candidates. In 2007 the 
party stood in just one ward 
where it polled 44% ina 
two-horse contest. 

The BNP’s best chance of 
electoral success will be in 
Wales, where it has put 
forward 27 candidates for 
the Welsh Assembly, many 
of whom live several 
hundred miles away in the 
north of England. 

In the last Assembly 
election the BNP missed out 
by just 2,580 votes in North 
Wales where it polled 5.1% 
of the vote, including 9.4% 
in Wrexham. While Labour 
is likely to receive a bigger 


Dissenters call for 
Nick Griffin's 
resignation 


vote this year the PR system 
used in the regional list 
elections means the BNP 
stands a chance. 

Elsewhere, the BNP has 
32 candidates for the 
Scottish Parliament, again 
many living in England, and 
seven in Northern Ireland 
for the council and 
Assembly elections. 

The BNP is in a bad state 
and this is reflected in its 
lack of candidates and poor 
morale. For the HOPE not 
Hate campaign the priority 
is to prevent the BNP from 
winning any council seats in 
England and Assembly seats 
in Wales. 

The prize, however, is even 
bigger. With Griffin's 
opponents gathering, a poor 
showing could be the final 
nail in the BNP leader's 
coffin. This prize should 
motivate us all to get out for 
our final day of action on 
Sunday 1 May. a 


| 
| 


STEP DOWN 


AND LET THE MEMBERS cr TWE MEMBERS SAVE THE PARTY 


BNP 2011 local election candidates by region 
For a full listing of local election candidates 
http://www.hopenothate.org.uk/2011 


Local authority 2011 2010 Local authority 2011 2010 
Basildon 1 14 Arun 5 0) 
Baintree 1 (e) Medway 1 0) 
Luton 1 (0) Portsmouth 4 (0) 
Maldon 3 (0) Southampton 1 0) 
5 Tendring 3 0) Windsor & Maidenhead 1 0) 
Thurrock 7 16 
Hartlepool 1 5 
Allerdale 6 (0) Newcastle upon Tyne 9 24 
Blackburn with Darwen 3 3 North Tyneside 1 22 
Bolton 1 4 South Tyneside iu 18 
Burnley UE 11 
Carlisle 3 9 Amber Valley 5 6 
Cheshire 1 0) Blaby * 1 1 
Copeland 4 fe) Bolsover * 8 1 
Eden 1 0 Charnwood * 3 14 
Knowsley 2 1 Derby 5 5 
Liverpool 4 8 East Northants 3 0 
Manchester 5 1 Kettering 1 0) 
Pendle 3 9 Northampton 3 0) 
Salford 5 9 Nottingham * 2 0 
Sefton 3 5) NW Leicestershire * 1 5 
St Helens 3 8 Wellingborough 3 0) 
Stockport 5 2) 
Tameside 5 15 Birmingham 15 30 
Warrington 1 1 Cannock Chase 1 2 
Wigan 3 20 Coventry 13 14 
Dudley 2 a 
Bristol 1 12 East Staffs * 3 4 
Poole 2 0 Sandwell 2 24 
Swindon 1 6 Stafford 1 ) 
Stoke-on-Trent 9 2 
Telford & Wrekin 4 0) 
Wolverhampton 3 4 
Worcester 1 6 
Barnsley 19 21 
S és Fncome yi § } Bradford 4 12 
ly» / wil Calderdale 5 z 
: Doncaster 4 4 
IN | CK Kingston upon Hull 1 2 
STEP DOWN oar Kirklees 4 21 
Leeds 2 31 
F N OW | Rotherham 7 11 
AND LETTHE MEMBERS SAVETHE PARTY Sheffield 2 13 
Wakefield 2 19 


* elections were last held in 2007 
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Home news 


THE KEY BATTLEC 


Searchlight has identified a dozen key wards 
where the future of the BNP and its potential 


rivals could be determined. 


The BNP has won this ward (and 
the previous Mixenden ward before 
the 2004 boundary changes) several 
times over the past nine years and still 

has one councillor, so despite the BNP's 
general difficulties it will be hoping to do 

well here. Its candidate, Jane Shooter, 

is a veteran party activist and candidate 
though she has never been elected. 

Labour should take the ward. iad 


This Padiham ward has been the 
most solid BNP electoral area in the 
country and until last May was 
represented by three BNP 
councillors. This year the BNP is 
fielding Derek Dawson, a former 
BNP councillor in Burnley, who replaces 
the popular Len Starr. The BNP will hope 
that the decline in support for the Liberal 
Democrats will shore up its vote. 


The other key BNP target in Stoke, 
Bentilee and Ubberley, will be contested 
by Steve Batkin, who was a BNP 
councillor in the former Bentilee and 
Townsend ward. The ward was won by 
Labour last year but Batkin, who lives in 
the ward, will hope his record helps him 
gain one of the two seats available. 


XG 


Queensbury has been dominated by 

-™ the Cromies for several years and this 
time Lynda Cromie will be hoping to 

| rejoin her husband on the council. 

For the second year running the Cromies 

toyed with becoming independent but 

eventually stayed with the BNP. 

This is a straight fight with the 

Conservative Party. 


‘ - 


- ~ in 


The redrawing of the electoral 
boundaries in Stoke-on-Trent makes 
predictions hard but the BNP’s group 
leader, Michael Coleman, hopes to 
retain a seat in the south of the city. 
The BNP has struggled in Stoke 
over the past 12 months and it 
remains to be seen if it has the 
activists to turn out the vote. 


—_ 


a 


“ae 


Stoke-on-Tren 


Graham Partner won the seat for the 
BNP in 2007 but resigned from the party 
in August 2010, before briefly changing . | 
his mind, and is standing as an | 
independent. The Conservatives took 
the second seat here four years ago ! 
but the wide spread of votes * 
means that this election is too hard 
to call. The BNP is not standing. 


BNP 2011 local election candidates by region 


For a full listing of local election candidate 
http://www.hopenothate.org.uk/2011 
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Join the HOPE not hate campaign for 
one final push before the May local 
elections. Stop the BNP getting elected 
and see off Griffin once and for all. 


Sunday 1 May 
To find an event near you, visit 
www.hopenothate.org.uk 


Chris Beverley, a former BNP 
organiser and local councillor, hopes to 
retake this south Leeds seat, this time 
under the banner of the English 
Democrats. He has already distributed 
letters and leaflets explaining his change 
of allegiance, but his key task will be to 


dislodge the Morley Independents and The BNP won this ward in 2008 but its 
Labour who both beat him last year. councillor John Gamble soon resigned 
from the party and became an 
independent, though not before he 
flirted with even more extremist groups. 
On paper this should be the party's best 
hope in South Yorkshire but Labour will 
be hoping to take the seat. 


Catherine Duffy is defending 
her seat for the BNP. In 2007 she 
won by just seven votes over the 
Conservatives. Although Labour is 
standing this time it seems as 
though it will again be a BNP v 
Conservative battle. 


re 


otherham 


The BNP’s lan Meller is defending his 
seat in a multi-member election in which 
he topped the poll in 2007. Then, the 
BNP, Conservatives and Labour each 
won a seat, but this time Labour is 
looking to take all three. Meller is a 
former National Front member who 
was convicted of possession of an 
offensive weapon while part of a 
group of thugs intent on attacking a 
Gay Pride march. 


: 
\ 
Key BNP organiser Alwyn Deacon is 
contesting this council by-election in the 
hope of becoming the party's second ©, Mick Braun hopes to take the 


Charnwood 


NW Leicestershire 
Bedworth 


| 


councillor in the ward. Labour will hope Thurrock seat that Emma Colgate won 
that a revival in its fortunes will enable for the BNP four years ago. She went on 

it to overcome the BNP. HOPE not hate to hold the balance of power on the 
campaigners have been reminding council and helped put the Conservatives 
voters of the Nazi-saluting thugs who in control but resigned the BNP whip last 
used to frequent Deacon's pub. November and became an independent. 
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The rest of the right 


While the focus for anti-fascists in the 2011 local elections is inevitably the British National 
Party, which faces a further diminution in its roster of councillors, David Williams assesses 
the plethora of other far-right groups and individuals vying for election. 


he most noticeable development 

this year is the number of former 

BNP activists who have defected 
to stand as candidates for the English 
Democrats Party (EDP). The most high 
profile of these is Chris Beverley, the 
former Yorkshire regional organiser who 
works as personal assistant to Andrew 
Brons, the BNP MEP for Yorkshire and 
The Humber. Beverley was a key link 
between the BNP and the openly 
national socialist National Democratic 
Party (NPD) in Germany. 

Beverley and his wife, Joanna, 
together with Tom Redmond, another 
regular BNP candidate, are all standing 
for the EDP in Leeds. Beverley claims 
that reaction to his defection has been 
“universally positive”. Nick Cass, a 
former BNP party manager, has been 
“leading a small team of English 
Democrat leafleters” in support of 
Beverley's campaign. Colin Campbell 
from Harrogate and James Clayton from 
Blackpool, both former BNP candidates, 
have also turned up to help Beverley. 

Cass was once a prominent figure in 
the Kirklees BNP group, which in search 
of a “cleaner image” has also defected 
to the EDP accusing Nick Griffin, the 
BNP leader, of resembling the 
Zimbabwean megalomaniac Robert 
Mugabe. At its peak Kirklees BNP 
fielded a full slate of 23 candidates 
polling 22,914 votes (18.5%). It also 
elected three councillors. This year, 
however, the BNP could only muster 
four candidates, a fiasco for which 
Rachel Firth, the new organiser, blames 
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Eddy Butler, who had advised BNP 
members not to stand for the party. 
The rot is far deeper, however. 

The once active BNP group in 
Broxbourne, Hertfordshire, also appears 
to have imploded. In 2003 Ramon Johns 
was elected as a BNP councillor but 
failed to retain his seat in 2007. 

This year there are no BNP candidates at 
all. The majority of the group, including 

Johns, has defected to the EDP and four 
are standing as candidates. 

Interestingly, Stephen McCole, their 
principal local organiser, is standing 
for the EDP in Rosedale ward, where 
Johns was a councillor. McCole’s 
uncle is standing for the Labour Party 
in Cheshunt Central with Johns as 
an opponent. 

Another EDP convert in Hertfordshiré 
is Simon Deacon, who sat as a BNP 
parish councillor for Markyate, in the 
northwest of the county, and is now 
standing for the EDP in Dacorum 
(Bennett's End). Before joining the BNP 
a few years ago Deacon was a National 
Front (NF) activist. His defection comes 
as no surprise as he was observed 
attending the EDP annual general 
meeting in Feltham earlier this year. 

In Solihull Robert Lassen and Frank 
O'Brien, both of whom left the BNP last 
year, are contesting the Elmdon and 
Knowle wards for the EDP. In Liverpool, 
where the local BNP branch 
acrimoniously split in two some months 
ago, Steve Greenhalgh and Steve 
McEllenborough have also jumped ship 
to stand for the EDP. A third activist, 


Paul Rimmer, has thrown in his lot with 
the UK Independence Party. In Pendle, 
James Jackman, a former BNP 
parliamentary candidate, is also standing 
for the EDP. And in Boston in the East 
Midlands the BNP has lost its sole 
councillor David Owens (Fenside) to the 
EDP, leaving the BNP with only 22 of 
the 28 councillors it had after last 

year's elections. 

The inclusion of so many former BNP 
candidates in the EDP appears to be a 
concern for many party activists. 
However Robin Tilbrook, the EDP 
chairman, told Searchlight that his party 
only accepted BNP defectors who had 
renounced racism. 

In Leicester Lee Ingram, the former 
EDP local chairman, is the sole candidate 
for the English People's Party (EPP) in 
Braunstone Park and Rowley Fields. 

He is also close to the English Shield 
Wall and the Steadfast Trust's campaign 
to establish English community groups, 
both of which are close to the English 
Defence League (EDL). 

Also in the East Midlands, Graham 
Partner, who was elected to North West 
Leicestershire district council in 2007, 
and lvan Hammonds, a perennial BNP 
candidate, are standing as independents 
in Hugglescote and Ibstock wards. 
Partner had resigned his seat in February 
but still represents the BNP on 
Leicestershire County Council, to which 
he was elected in 2009. lan Meller, a 
former NF activist, has remained loyal to 
the BNP, however, and is defending his 
NW Leicestershire district council seat. 


The England First Party 
(EFP), a small extremist splinter 
from the BNP led by Mark 
Cotterill, former chairman of the 
American Friends of the BNP, is fielding 
11 candidates, principally in the North 
West, North East and West Midlands. 
There are EFP candidates in Preston 
(Ribbleton), Pendle (Bradley) and Wigan 
(Ince), and in Darlington (Northgate) 
where the EFP is fielding another BNP 
renegade, the convicted football 
hooligan Paul Thompson who served a 
six-month prison sentence for violent 
disorder. He also has a previous 
conviction for criminal damage after he 
hurled stones through the window of a 
left-wing bookshop. Thompson stood 
for the BNP in a by-election in 
Darlington only last year. 

The EFP's principal focus, however, is 
on Stoke-on-Trent in the West Midlands 
where it has six candidates. Although the 
EFP is clearly keen to take advantage of 
the BNP's decline in its sole remaining 
stronghold, the two parties are not 
contesting the same wards. The only 
direct far-right clash is in Broadway and 
Longton East where the EFP candidate 
Nicholas McVeigh is standing against 
Tony Simmonds, a BNP councillor until 
2010 who is standing as an independent. 

Also in Stoke, Alby Walker, the former 
BNP group organiser, and his wife, Ellie, 
are standing for the Community Voice 
group in Meir Park, and Abbey Hulton 
and Townsend respectively. Walker left 
the BNP in 2010, angrily denouncing the 
party and its politics, following the 


5 Donate @ www englishdemocratsE14.org 
The 


imposition 
by the BNP 
national 
leadership of 
Simon Darby, the 

former BNP deputy chairman, as the 
general election candidate for Stoke 
Central. Coleman, Walker's successor as 
local BNP organiser, might not be unduly 
perturbed. Walker failed to retain his seat 
in 2010, finishing well behind the BNP 
candidate. His perceived treatment by 
the national BNP leadership led to the 
fracturing of the party branch, however, 
and opened a window for the EFP to 
begin operating in the town. 

The NF is fielding 19 candidates across 
England and six in Scotland, many 
refugees from the BNP. Five are standing 
in Hull where the majority of the BNP 
branch joined the NF relatively recently. 
The Scarborough BNP organiser, Trisha 
Scott, has also defected to the NF, as has 
Southend's Bernadette Jaggers, who 
until recently was one of Griffin's 
bodyguards. Clearly Jaggers no longer 
believes Griffin is worth defending 
physically or ideologically. Both women 
are now standing for the NF. It is the 
same story in Dudley with Ken Griffiths, 
until recently the local BNP organiser, 
and Kevin Inman. The same goes for 
Rochdale and Rossendale where the 
former local BNP luminaries Peter 


Greenwood and Kevin Bryan are 
both standing for the NF. 

In Birmingham, however, the 
NF has completely fumbled 
the ball. Having announced it 
would be fielding six candidates in 
Kingstanding, New Oscott, Quinton, 
Shard End, Sheldon and South Yardley, 
all wards in which it would have split the 
far-right vote with the BNP, the NF 
failed to get its nomination papers in on 
time. Trying to conceal the error it 
quickly removed these details from its 
website, but failed to tell its press officer 
Tom Linden, who was unaware of this 
development until Searchlight tele- 
phoned him for a comment. Flustered by 
the news, Linden turned his phone off 
for the rest of the day. Thus for the first 
time in many years the NF will not have 
candidates in Birmingham. 

In Bradford, another BNP splinter, the 
Democratic Nationalists (DN) led by 
James Lewthwaite, is putting forward 
three candidates, while Andrew Clarke, 
another BNP defector, is standing for the 
EDP. Also in Yorkshire, the minuscule 
British People’s Party (BPP), led by Kevin 
Watmough, is fielding a solitary 
candidate, David Jones, who is standing 
in Todmorden, Calderdale. In the South 
West, home of the new and already split 
British Freedom Party, formed last 
autumn by a bunch of BNP malcontents, 
has been unable to put up any 
candidates after a ruling by the Electoral 
Commission left the party with a 
nominating officer, who must authorise 
all candidates, from the rival faction. @ 
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By Matthew Collins and Simon Cressy 


he Young BNP, followed by 

the short-lived “BNP 

Crusaders” and now 
“Resistance” are intended to 
represent Nick Griffin's personal 
ideological legacy to the 
“movement". Having temporarily 
succeeded in masking elements of 
his own dubious political history, 
Griffin is trying to forge the future 
of his party on a quasi-paramilitary 
outfit for people aged 18 to 30 with 
lashings of hearty, white Britishness 
thrown in. These new “Young 
Turks” are presented as driven by 
the wholesome love of their country 
and untainted like so many of their 
peers by Nazism and racial hatred. 

Since its inception, the BNP's 

youth wing has been surrounded 
by older gun nuts and heavy 
drinkers. The YBNP with its Nazi 
volk imagery was supposed to 
encourage teenage party members 
to adopt a healthy outdoor 
lifestyle by playing with knives and 
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airguns while dressed in 
paramilitary costumes. Around 
camp fires junior nazis got drunk 
and engaged in “healthy” 
teenage debauchery. 

After a series of national 
newspaper exposés, the YBNP 
morphed into the BNP 
Crusaders as the party 
continued to search for a long- 
term replacement for Griffin. 
Because of that wider context, 
a position in the leadership of 
the youth, or now “young adult”, 
wing of the BNP is an honour for 
young white patriots who can 
thereby present themselves as the 
future leaders of the BNP. 

Among the alumni of the BNP's 
youth leadership are Mark Collett, 
who disgraced himself on national 
television (more than once), Griffin's 
daughter Jennifer, the 
argumentative Danny Lake, who 
was sacked by a text message telling 
him to “p*** off", and the party’s 


(above) 
Jordan Pont, not 
always a loyal 
Griffinite 


(below) 
Kieren Trent 
demonstrates his 
politics 


appalling karaoke recording “artist” 
Joey Smith. But now, raise your right 
arms for the fiery star of Channel 4's 
2010 documentary Young, Angry 
and White, Kieren Trent. 

Trent, who is articulate and 
working class, was seen as 
something of a boutique 

acquisition for the party. 

Certainly angry and white, 
Trent had been filmed 
contemplating the temptations 
of the rival National Front and 
“autonomous nationalists” of the 
now-defunct English National 
Resistance. 

Trent's personal life was a bit of 
a gift to amateur psychologists. 
His mother had fled two abusive 
relationships with Kieren in 
tow while his father made a new 
life with a new wife and family 
elsewhere in the country. 

Trent, 20, also exhibited a puritan 
view on sex and relationships, 
castigating open-mouthed friends 


as “degenerate”, in particular on 
the issues of homosexuality and 
inter-racial relationships, courting 
unchallenged controversy in a bid 
for further attention. He even 
went as far as to check his 
girlfriend's ethnicity. 

Someone so young with so many 
insecurities and hang-ups was ideal 
to head the BNP's youth section. 

In February, Trent was named as 
the leader of the latest incarnation 
of the young BNP, Resistance, at its 
launch in a London pub. 

His elevation came despite a 
strange incident the previous 
month. An interest in European 
fascism and trips to Europe with 
other BNP officers and members 
had stirred Trent's interest in his 
own Irish ancestry, always a tricky 
subject in the BNP. In January he 
tried to attend a Bloody Sunday 
commemoration meeting in 
Conway Hall, London, held jointly 
by the Republican Network for 


Someone 
so young 
with so 
many 
insecurities 
and hang- 
ups was 
ideal to 
head the 
BNP's 
youth 
section 


Unity and the Irish Republican 
Prisoners’ Support Group, both of 
which campaign, among other 
things, for recognition of dissident 
Irish republican prisoners. 

Recognised by the stewards and 
barred, Trent entered into a long 
and pained discussion in which he 
portrayed his membership of the 
BNP as his own struggle for 
national liberation, likening it to 
membership of Irish republican 
groups. Not only could he 
reconcile the two, he claimed their 
interests were mutual. He also 
offered up some less than 
complimentary opinions about 
members of his party, but was still 
given short shrift. 

However Trent has developed 
other new and potentially 
dangerous interests. 

It seems the girlfriend whose 
ethnicity Trent doubted has been 
kicked to the kerb to be replaced 
by an older woman well known to 
BNP watchers. The new belle on 
Trent's arm is none other than the 
North East organiser Cheryl Dunn 
from Hartlepool. This “love 
match" has caused no end of 
problems for Trent and the BNP as 
Dunn already had a partner, the 
one-time Hartlepool BNP 
organiser Peter King. 

King was convicted last year for 
racially aggravated harassment 
and possessing an offensive 
weapon. Dunn described her 
relationship with King, a man 
blessed by a notoriously short 
fuse, as “violent and abusive” on 
an internet forum. 

With Dunn at Northumbria 
University and King working in 
London, opportunity knocked and 
Dunn and Trent started an affair, 
sharing as much time together at 
BNP events as possible. 

Eventually the inevitable 
happened and King found out. 

When Trent and Dunn attended 
a recent BNP event in London 
together, King confronted the 
couple, violently assaulting Trent 
in front of several BNP members. 
The police were called and King 
was arrested and remanded in 
custody. Trent's injuries were so 
bad that he was taken to hospital. 

Another rising young star is 
Jordan Pont from Sheffield, the 
Yorkshire organiser of Resistance. 


Pont, 21, is known for his 
Facebook rants against people he 
feels are holding him back from 
achieving his ambitions in the 
party. In a high risk strategy, he 
even described some of Griffin's 
most trusted lieutenants as 
“useless” when he was 
demanding last year that he be 
imposed on the BNP's Sheffield 
branch as its organiser. 

Now safely ensconced in this role, 
Jordan has become a loyal Griffinite, 
but initially toyed with joining the 
BNP Reform group, which wants to 
depose Griffin as leader. After a 
change of heart he dramatically 
stormed out of a meeting addressed 
by the party renegade Eddy Butler 
who is touring the country trying to 
organise the anti-Griffin movement. 

Keen on self promotion, Pont 
filmed and posted on YouTube his 
own (dreadful) party political 
broadcast in support of his 
campaign to get elected to 
Sheffield council in East Ecclesfield. 
He is also a keener participant on 
internet forums, where he drives 
home his extreme dislike of 
Muslims and Islam. In one attack 
on a critic of the party, Pont 
rounded on an accusation that the 
BNP admired Adolf Hitler. 
Exploding into another of his 
semiliterate rants, he raged. 

“How can you say we admire 
Hitler. Hitler enjoyed having 
muslims [sic] in his SS, He loved the 
Islamic Faith! The BNP aren't to 
[sic] fond on Muslims and i [sic] for 
one is against the Islamic Faith.” 

Pont's rise up the BNP ladder 
has cost him one friendship. 

Tom Holmes, another young party 
member with a rather colourful 
online persona, has taken to 
posting articles attacking Pont on 
the internet in a bid to draw 
unwelcome attention to Pont and 
thwart his ambitions. 

Holmes and Pont initially fell out 
when Pont accused Holmes of 
grooming a young girl. Holmes did 
not deny it but said he had been 
duped. Holmes now spends time on 
the British Democracy Forum, 
Facebook and Indymedia website, 
posting messages against Pont and 
the BNP generally, which he feels 
has overlooked his own brilliant 
leadership potential. Their dispute 
could rumble on for a while yet. & 
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BNP activist elected mayor 


A BNP TOWN COUNCILLOR has been 
elected deputy mayor of Padiham 
Town Council. John Cave, who will 
take up his role in May, is expected to 
become mayor of Padiham, a small 
town on the outskirts of Burnley, 
Lancashire, 12 months later. 

Cave has rejected accusations that his 
election reflects poorly upon the town, 
claiming that his BNP membership is 
“completely irrelevant" and that “It is all 
about Padiham and Padiham is not 
about politics”. 

Cave, who has been a councillor for 
only 12 months, is married to Sharon 
Wilkinson, the backbone of Burnley BNP 
who sits on both Burnley District Council 
and Lancashire County Council. 

Her faith in Nick Griffin's leadership 
appears unshaken as his party tears itself 
apart. Cave has indicated that she will 
be his mayoress. While the post is 


unimportant politically, its main function 
being to raise money for charity, it is a 
feather in the cap of a party that 
desperately craves any sort of legitimacy. 

The decision has proved extremely 
controversial. Speaking to the 
Lancashire Telegraph, John Goddard, 
the Bishop of Burnley, stated: “It will 
be interesting to see if he acts in the 
best traditions of a mayor in the 
community, and | pray he does, as he 
will have to reject the philosophy of 
the BNP. If he retains the BNP political 
philosophy then how can he expect 
to serve and represent the whole of 
the community?" 

A few residents told the paper that 
Cave had a right to be deputy mayor 
as local people had voted for him. 

In fact they didn't. Like almost every 
BNP town or parish councillor, he was 
elected unopposed. 


British racist recycles Iranian antisemitic nonsense 
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In February Iran threatened to 
boycott the London 2012 Olympics 
and encouraged other nations, 
particularly Islamic ones, to do so 
too, on the grounds that the Olympic 
logo was “racist” and resembled the 
word “Zion”. 

Mohammad Aliabadi, head of Iran's 
National Olympic Committee, made 
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the complaint in a letter to Jacques 
Rogge, president of the International 
Olympic Committee. His tirade 
included the assertion: “The use of 
the word Zion by the designer 

of Olympics logo in the emblem of 
the Olympics Games 2012 is a very 
revolting act.” He warned that if it 
were not changed it could “affect the 
participation of several countries, 


especially like Iran which insists on > 


following principles and values”. 
The IOC naturally rejected the 
complaint and Iran later backtracked 


stating it would “participate gloriously”. 


As racist as it is ridiculous, 
Aliabadi’s charge has now been taken 
up with gusto by the well known 
British antisemite “Lady” Michéle 
Renouf, a vocal and well travelled 
exponent of the “revisionist” cause. 
Renouf, who visits Tehran frequently, 
has met its Holocaust-denying 
President, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad, 
who rarely misses an opportunity to 
attack Israel and assert that it will 
“soon disappear” or, in other 
translations, be “wiped off the map”. 

Renouf, ever vigilant in seeking out 


the “hidden hand” of Jewish power 
even in a logo that depicts the 
numerals in 2012, appears to have 
swallowed the Iranian antisemitic 
bilge hook, line and sinker. On 3 
March she was interviewed on the 
subject by the Islamic Republic of 
Iran Broadcasting network, an official 
news agency. The broadcast shows 
Renouf railing against the “London 
subliminal Zion race supremacy 
logo”, resting her case on the fact that 
the two 2s in the logo appear at 
slightly different angles. 

The case is proved, she avers, 
because the designer of the 2012 logo 
is “a Zionist and a Jew”, while the 
designer of the Olympic five rings, 
though not Jewish, was “very mucha 
Freemason, and very much 
associated with the tremendous 
influence that Jewry had at the end of 
the nineteenth century and all of this 
stems from that”. She then rambles 
on in a conspiratorial vein about 
Jews, Freemasons and the malign 
influence of the “world Zionist 
predator” for nearly twenty minutes 
but you get the picture. 


News from 
the sewers 


Matthew Collins shines his Searchlight 
into the sewers of the far right 
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A HUGE STEP BACKWARDS, 
BUT STILL GOOD NEWS 

Simon Darby, the British National 
Party's press spokesman, must have 
taken too many happy pills last month. 
As something like 500 fewer BNP 
candidates limped over the council 
elections nominations line than did so at 
the equivalent elections four years ago, 
Darby seemed almost demob happy, 
blogging away that it was nonetheless 
“a good news day” on the Monday and 
then “another good day" on Tuesday, 
while a host of political observers 
laughed at the BNP's shrinking fortunes. 
And to be fair to morons, | won't even 
bother lampooning the efforts of the 
BNP's hapless national elections officer 
Clive Jefferson to dress up the same, 
sorry theme. 


STONED 

Most of us gave up watching the BNP’s 
website donations barometer ages ago, 
knowing there was little chance of the 
BNP honestly and accurately recording 
anything to do with money. BNP leader 
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Nick Griffin then let us into a little 
secret last month. Although there was 
allegedly some money still being 
donated to the BNP’s election 
campaign, “the company hosting our 
donations barometer has been 
pressured into pulling the plug”. 

Not letting that dampen his peculiarly 
light mood of late, Simon Darby wrote 
that he had been thinking of putting 
Griffin's kidney stone on eBay “as an 
electoral fund raiser" so was 
disappointed the stone had been 
“obliterated with a laser”. 

Darby added that PayPal had been 
“pressured into withdrawing our credit 
card donation facility by the usual 
suspects”. Was that a double dose of 
bad news for the party or did Griffin 
confuse the recording of donations 
with the means of receiving them? 


AN ‘EXCELLENT CAREER’? 
Adam Walker, the BNP's national 
organiser, aka the “Pied Piper of 
Spennymoor”, runs the BNP's 

“Operation Fightback", a sort of 


internet campaign to counter bad news 
stories about the BNP that appear 
elsewhere and attempt to raise money 
on the back of them by littering 
his emails with “donate” buttons. 
Walker's other noticeable task of late has 
been standing outside cancelled BNP 
meetings being surly to police officers. 
Under Operation Fightback Adam's 
equally charming brother Mark wrote 
to a government department stating: 
“lam a proud member of the British 
National Party and was a teacher until 
fascists like you interfered and ruined 
my excellent career." Mark clearly did 
not include in his submission the 
NSPCC report that suggested that 
while he still had a job as a teacher he 
and a colleague had “accessed adult 
pornography during the school day, 
using school equipment”. Nor did Mark 
Walker care to mention from the same 
report the discovery of “a large number 
of emails indicating a sexual 
relationship with a 17-year-old former 
pupil”. Still, if it keeps the Walker 
brothers busy ... 
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Roundup 


Marine Le Pen attempts FN clean-up 


From Taz for Reflex and Antifa-Net in Paris 


THE FAR-RIGHT National Front (FN) 
won just two seats on France's 100 
regional councils after polling 15.06% in 
the first round on 20 March and 11.57% 
in the second round a week later. 

The high support for Marine Le Pen's 
party in the first round was largely 
because the party fielded far more 
candidates than in previous cantonal 
elections. That many FN candidates 
went through to the second round — in 
which the party's vote slumped by 
464,000 — is attributable to a 
combination of a high abstention rate in 
the first round, the collapse of the first- 
round vote for President Nicolas 
Sarkozy's conservative Union for a 
Popular Majority (UMP) and the relative 
stability of the FN's own electorate. 

These factors make it impossible to 
predict how the FN will fare in next year's 
presidential election, especially now that 
Le Pen seems to have embarked on a 
major cleanup of her party, a move that 
may have unpredictable consequences. 

A foretaste of this came two days 
before the second round of the election, 
when several newspapers published a 
photograph of a Grenoble FN candidate, 
Alexandre Gabriac, giving a Hitler salute 
in front of a Nazi flag. Contacted by the 
journalists Steeve Briois and Louis Alliot, 
both of them ardent FN allies, 

Le Pen, usually so quick to defend FN 
activists, immediately condemned and 
suspended Gabriac. 

Her rush to exclude Gabriac, a 
member of the fascist CEuvre Francaise 
(OF), suggests she was using disciplinary 
action against him as a proxy attack on 
her internal opponent Bruno Gollnisch. 

Le Pen, Briois and Alliot may have 
fooled more gullible journalists into 
believing that they were oblivious of 
Gabriac’s political orientation, but his 
political proclivities are far from a mystery. 

After joining the FN in 2007 while 
already an OF member, Gabriac became 
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the FN's youngest regional councillor. 
As departmental secretary of the FN’s 
youth front, the JNF, in Isére and 
regional secretary in Rhéne-Alpes, he 
was elected to the FN's policy-making 
central committee at the party's 2011 
conference in Tours. He is well known 
for his robust approach to politics, not 
least his frequent participation in violent 
attacks on left-wing students and 
alleged involvement in an arms theft by 
right-wing extremists in 2007 that 
ended in the death of a policeman. 

The presence of fascist OF activists in 
the FN is increasingly worrying to the 
party's new managers, who seem to fear 
their excesses and activities. Yvan 
Benedetti, president of Jeune Nation 
(the Lyon version of OF) and designated 
successor to its veteran leader Pierre 


Sidos, was Gollnisch's number two 
during his campaign to lead the FN but 
has now been hauled before the FN's 
disciplinary committee because of his 
dual FN-OF membership. 

The move against him is hard to take 
seriously, because OF steers the FN in 
Lyon and Benedetti has been a party 
candidate in the past without visible 
problem. Briois, who has a record of 
feeding morsels of party gossip to the 
press, even suggested that OF might be 
engaging in entryism into the FN. 

Le Pen echoed Briois's warning in an 
interview on the Israeli radio station 
9OFM, in which she accused OF of 
inveigling activists to sign up with the 
FN to influence the party leadership vote 
in January and try to take control of the 
party. She also took the opportunity to 


distance herself from Christian Bouchet, 
a Third Positionist crank and former 
leader of the banned Unité Radicale, 
who is one of her most fervent 
supporters. Claiming she had only met 
him twice, she said she was tired of the 
FN being linked with antisemitism. 

Le Pen's views on some of her other 
enthusiasts are keenly awaited. One is 
Thierry Maillard, an FN official in Reims 
and former OF member, who pays open 
tribute to Jacques Doriot (the founder 
of the 1930s fascist French Populist 
Party) and Francois Duprat (a fascist 
theorist and infamous Holocaust denier) 
on his website. 

She has also maintained a steadfast 
silence about Pierre Olivier Sabalot, an 
official party campaign director in 

| Marseille. A former employee of the 
extreme-right journal Réflechir & Agir, 
Sabalot is suspected of possession of 
pornographic images of children, found 
during a recent police raid on his home 
| as part of an investigation of the nazi 

| bonehead scene in Marseille after the 

desecration of a Jewish cemetery. 


Sane 


Civil war erupts among fascist leaders 
Sandra Cortés reports from Madrid 


A NEW BOOK by a leading Spanish 
fascist has accused other fascist 
leaders of being controlled by the 
Spanish secret service and business 
interests. 

The Reconquest of the State, by 
Ricardo Sdenz de Ynestrillas, 
lambasts Jose Luis Roberto, leader of 
Espana2000, who has links with 
prostitution through an organisation 
of brothel owners and owns a 
security company linked to the far 
right, Levantina Security. 

The book contains an interview 
with Juan Manuel Crespo, a former 
Levantina employee and comrade of 
Roberto in the forerunner to 
Espana2000, Falange-FNS. It is alleged 
that Levantina obtained government 
contracts worth more than six million 
euros (£5.3 million) in the period 1999 
to 2003 and continues to enjoy 
lucrative public contracts. 

Ynestrillas, who was the leader of 
the extremist Alliance for National 
Unity, says Roberto tried to recruit 
him to the business and that when 
he refused Espania2000 subjected 
him to a campaign of harassment. 
Ynestrillas also accuses Roberto 
and the veteran nazi Ernesto Mila, 
one of Espafia2000’s prime 
strategists, of having close relations 


with the Spanish secret service. 

Roberto, a lawyer and 
businessman from Valencia, is now 
suing Ynestrillas because of the 
serious charges he has made in 
connection with the drugs trade, 
trafficking in women, murder and 
blackmail. Ynestrillas claims to have 
substantiating evidence and the 
case, expected to reach court in May, 
looks set to be a major clash between 
the two far-right leaders. 

Ynestrillas, the son of a Spanish 
army commander killed by the Basque 
separatist organisation ETA in 1986, 
organised anti-separatist 
demonstrations in the Basque country 
that invariably ended in clashes 
between separatists and the far right. 
He received a seven-year prison term 
for shooting a man who refused to 
provide him with cocaine ina 
nightclub. He has also been arrested in 
Gibraltar for trying to replace a British 
flag with a Spanish one. 

Meanwhile Democracia Nacional, 
Espafia2000’s main enemy, has 
accused Espafia2000 activists of 
carrying out attacks on its members 
and its headquarters in Madrid. 
Fortunately, all this is making it 
impossible for these extremists and 
gangsters to unite in a single party. 
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Not welcome: 


Roundup 


By Alfio Bernabei 


ANTI-RACIST PROTESTERS 
on the island of Lampedusa 
turned the visit in March by 
the French National Front 
leader, Marine Le Pen, into a 
fiasco. Banners proclaimed, 
“You are not welcome” and 
“Liberté, égalité, fraternité, 
aussi pour les sans-papiers 
illegal immigrants]" —- 
French to draw attention to 
the fact that the two-day 
trip by the 2012 presidential 
election hopeful had been 
arranged to please anti- 
immigrant voters in her 
country. 

Her escort was the Italian 
MEP Mario Borghezio, who 
has faced trial in the past for 
attacks on immigrants. He 
was canvassing on behalf of 
the Northern League for the 
Italian local elections, in 


Fascists exploit North Africa 
immigration crisis 


Lapedusa people 
demonstrate against 
Marine Le Pen 


which immigration will be a 
central issue. 

The protests convinced the 
authorities to cancel a torchlit 
demonstration organised by 
Roberto Fiore, leader of Forza 
Nuova and a good friend of 
Borghezio, to avoid clashes. 
Fiore intends to try again, this 
time escorted by his friend, 
the BNP leader Nick Griffin 
MEP, who has promised help 
in “stopping the invasion 
of African immigrants [who] 
will first invade Lampedusa, 
then Europe”. 

From a racist perspective 
what is happening on the 
island provides a convenient 
example of what the leader 
of FN in Sicily, Giuseppe 
Provenzale, describes as a 
“human tsunami”. On the 
other hand, just as the Arab 


Party time is over 
From Wim Haelsterman for AFF/Verzet- 


RésistanceS in Brussels 


THREE MEMBERS of Flemish 
Blood and Honour have been 
convicted of racism by a court 
in Veurne, West Flanders. 
The trio were the driving 
force behind two hate rock 
festivals in Flanders in 2008. 
It was footage from an 
undercover journalist, who 
smuggled a camera into an 
“SS heroes" festival in the 
village of Bellegem near 
Kortrijk, that made the 
prosecution possible. 
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Around 300 nazi skinheads 
showed up in Bellegem for a 
concert that started with hate 
speeches and a film recalling 
the “glorious Waffen SS”. 
B&H had booked the venue 
under a false name, 
supposedly for a “stag party”. 
Guests and bands came from 
Germany, Belgium, Estonia, 
the UK and the Czech 
Republic. The police checked 
identities but made no arrests. 

Lawyers for the defendants 


uprisings appear to have 
come as a surprise to most 
European leaders, the 
response to the influx of 
immigrants so far has been 
too slow and inadequate. 

According to the Italian 
Home Office there have been 
about 400 landings since 
January with around 30,000 
people sailing from North 
Africa. Things could get worse 
if the prediction by the 
Secretary-General of the UN, 
Ban Ki-moon, that the Libyan 
crisis could lead to the 
emigration of 250,000 people 
proves right. The dysfunctional 
Italian government cannot 
cope alone and may even 
have an electoral interest in 
keeping the anti-immigration 
spirit alive. 

The EU as a whole must 


told the court that the events, 
which attracted hundreds of 
rowdy nazis, were just low 
profile “private parties”, but 
the evidence of an 
undercover police officer, 
who had attended an lan 
Stuart Donaldson memorial 
gig in Diksmuide after paying 
€25 (£22) for a ticket, 
demolished this claim. 

Police audio recordings 
outside the Diksmuide venue 
proved the repetitive use of 
racist slogans and nazi 
chants and confirmed the 
statements of local people 
who had told the press that 
the chants of “sieg heil” had 
gone on for hours. 


seek a solution. Immigration 
issues between states can 
result in dangerous impasses 
leaving room for the far right, 
who do not have to face 
practicalities, to expound racist 
arguments. It is enough to 
remember the furious episode 
between Britain and France in 
2001-02 over the Sangatte 
camp that housed a mere 
2,000 immigrants to realise 
the scale of the problem. 
Meanwhile the loss of lives 
is morally unacceptable. 
Since January hundreds of 
people have been reported 
missing on capsized boats, but 
the media have shown little 
interest. Urgent action is 
needed instead of allowing the 
far right to circle like vultures 
over such horrors seeking to 
make their cynical gains. 


Two defendants were given 
three-month suspended 
sentences. The third, Chris M, 
was imprisoned for three 
months, because of his 
previous convictions including 
possession of firearms. They 
were also ordered to pay 
€18,568 in forensic costs. 

This verdict ends the 
impunity with which nazi 
boneheads from all over 
Europe have organised their 
hate festivals on Belgian soil. 
Jozef De Witte, director of 
the federal anti-racist bureau, 
said: "It's an important 
precedent. At last a court has 
acted according to the spirit 
of the law." 


Corruption scandals soil Haider's legacy 


From Martin Jordan for UNITED in Vienna 


FRIENDS AND CONFIDANTS of the 
late Jorg Haider (pictured) who are 
being prosecuted for money 
laundering, malpractice, tax fraud and 
corruption are experiencing a harsh 
lesson on the burden of his legacy. 

Haider, who led the far-right 
Freedom Party (FPO) and then the 
Alliance for the Future of Austria (BZO) 
until his death in October 2008, 
appeared almost untouchable to 
political opponents, prosecution and 
even constitutional law. 

During his reign in Carinthia from 
1999 to 2008 and even during his 
party's junior partnership in a 
disastrous government coalition with 
the conservative Austrian People's 
Party (OVP) from 2000 to 2007, which 
provoked EU sanctions against Austria, 
it seemed that Haider and his pals 
could get away with anything. 

However, slowly but surely, the 
legacy of the permatanned politician 
with a lust for power and a circle of 
friends and business associates that 
included such ruthless despots as 
Saddam Hussein and Muammar 
Gaddafi is showing signs of decay. 

Haider's former personal secretary, 
Franz Koloini, has been charged with 
laundering money on behalf of Haider 
when Haider apparently sold Austrian 
citizenship to two Russians and Koloini 
passed the monetary reward through 
Haider's “personal bank”, the Hypo 
Alpe-Adria-Bank. And Uwe Scheuch, 
the leader of the Carinthian Freedom 
Party (FPK), is being prosecuted for 
corruption for offering Austrian 


citizenship to a Russian investor in 2010. 


The Hypo Bank is also the subject of 
investigations into the falsification of 
balance sheets, hidden party funding, 
insider dealing, shady property deals 
and money laundering. 

Karl-Heinz Grasser, a one-time aide 
and protégé of Haider, and Finance 
Minister in the 2000-2007 coalition, is 


under investigation for 
malpractice and tax fraud. 
Walter Meischberger, the 
FPO's former deputy 
chairman and MP, is charged 
with tax fraud together with 
Peter Hochegger, a former 
conservative OVP politician, 
in connection with the 
privatisation of 60,000 state- 
owned flats carried out 
during Grasser's ministerial 
term. These cases are just a 
sample of the investigations 
into former Haider associates 
and followers. 

The death of Haider caused 
a shift in some political 
relationships and attitudes in 
Austria. Even in Carinthia, 

Haider's long-time stronghold 
where his party won nearly 
45% of the vote in a state 
election after his death, 

Haider's favourite and politically 
most profitable hobbyhorse, 
“the Slovenian menace", has 
been abandoned. 

Throughout his political career, 
Haider exploited an irrational fear of 
a Slovenian takeover that has 
persisted in Carinthia since the end of 
the First World War and popularly 
refused to enforce the Slovenian 
minority's constitutional civil rights 
granted in 1955. 

On 1 April, the FPK and associations 
of Carinthian Slovenes agreed to a 
compromise over bilingual town signs, 
a key issue in the decades of political 
trench warfare in the province. 

Although many Austrians still admire 
Haider, there is now a chance that his 
idolisation will, at least partly, be 


dismantled, depending on the extent— = 


to which people grasp how,the OVP= 
FPO coalition corrupted,and —— = 
manipulated the country's polith 

legal system. = 


May 2011 | Searchlight | 25 


eer te ee ee ee 


Roundup 


Nazis hope to 
register a party 


Anton Shekhovtsov reports 
from Kyiv 


Patriot of Ukraine on manoeuvres 


THE UKRAINIAN NAZI Social- 
National Assembly (SNA) announced 
on 15 January that it will form a new 
political party at the end of spring. 

The SNA was formed in 2008, uniting 
various small nazi groups including 
Patriot of Ukraine (PoU), Ukrainian 
Alternative, National Action “Rid”, and 
“Sich” Association. PoU, the largest 
group was originally formed in 1996 as 
a paramilitary wing of the Social- 
National Party of Ukraine (SNPU). 

When the SNPU moved towards 
respectability in 2004 and changed its 
name to the Svoboda party, the PoU 
was Officially disbanded, but 
reappeared as an independent 
organisation in 2005. It was not until 
2007, however, when the group had 
established headquarters in Kharkiv, 
that it began propaganda activities 
and violence against ethnic and social 
minorities. Rarely confronted by the 
police, the PoU staged torchlit 
marches by night and intimidated 
Asian and African students by day. 

In 2008, its leader, Andriy Bilets’ky, 
declared it was time to unite 
“representatives of street combat 
youth movements’, effectively 
marking the beginning of the SNA. 

As expected, Bilets’ky became a 
leader of the SNA as well. The possible 
transformation of the SNA into a party 
is disturbing because the SNA is an 
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outright nazi organisation that wants 
to create “a uniracial and uninational 
society, built upon the principles of 
Ukrainian national grandeur and 
social justice”. 

According to the SNA’s programme, 
“there is a well-planned war being 
waged against the White Race on 
the physical, spiritual, cultural, 
and civilisational [sic] levels”, and 
Ukraine's destiny is ‘to become a 
sword of White Europe, to save the 
White Man from extinction, to 
create new ideals, to become a 
new Sun, which would shine on 
European Nations”. 

With this programme, the SNA 
may be unable to register as a party. 
According to Article 37 of Ukraine’s 
Constitution, political parties must 
not propagate war and violence, or 
incite ethnic, racial or religious hatred. 
However, the workings of the 
Ukrainian Ministry of Justice leave 
much to be desired, as it has signally 
failed to cancel the registration of PoU 
whose activities are clearly illegal. 

The SNA might “refresh” its 
programme to look more or less 
legitimate but continue to push its 
own agenda behind the closed doors. 
Meanwhile, the threat of nazism to 
Ukrainian society remains as 
menacing as ever with great concern 
at how easily members of the SNA and 


PoU worm their way into mainstream 
socio-political and cultural spheres. 

The head of PoU’s Kyiv branch, 
Serhiy Bevz, the main ideologist of the 
SNA and PoU who, until 2007, was also 
a member of the Svoboda party, is 
currently a member of the Vasyl’kiv 
town council in the Kyiv region, while 
Oleh Odnorozhenko, another SNA 
leader, was recently invited to chair 
the presentation of a new book at the 
popular Kharkiv bookstore “Ye”. 

Fortunately, a group of Ukrainian 
scholars and intellectuals convinced 
the bookstore’s management of the 
unacceptability of Odnorozhenko’s 
participation in the event, which was 
subsequently cancelled. 

Odnorozhenko holds a doctoral 
degree from the M S Hrushevsky 
Institute of Ukrainian Archaeography 
and Source Studies, while — 
notwithstanding his academic degree, 
presupposing some basic knowledge 
of science — believing that only a 
“White European Man” can be 
considered a homo sapiens. 

He also has a history of publishing 
his “geopolitical” essays in the 
mainstream magazine Ukrayinsky 
Tyzhden’. Unfortunately, not 
everybody in Ukrainian society 
considers nazism intolerable and a 
cordon sanitaire around fascists is 
yet to be created. 


Witnesses placed 
suspects at murder 
scene 


Ulyana Bobrova reports from 
Moscow 


WITNESS STATEMENTS at the trial of Nikita 
Tikhonov and Eugenia Khasis have placed 
both at the scene of the murders of the lawyer 
Stanislav Markelov and journalist Anastasia 
Baburova on the afternoon of 19 January 
2009, the day they were gunned down in 
broad daylight in Moscow city centre. The two 
have been on trial in Moscow since February. 

The murder weapon, a Browning pistol, was 
found during the arrest of Tikhonov 11 
months later. Tikhonov, 30, who earned his 
living from arms deals — which are the subject 
of other court cases — claims that an 
acquaintance brought it to him for repair and 
denies the murder charge. 

The prosecution evidence includes extensive 
files from a notebook computer and USB flash 
drive belonging to Khasis which allegedly 
contain calls for the killing of lawyers. There is 
also evidence that both had an interest in 
obtaining weapons manuals, instructions for 
building explosive devices and details of how 
to elude the sophisticated methods of the 
state security police. 

A crucial audio recording from one of two 
listening devices installed in the pair's rented 
apartment contains their conversations in the 
days before their arrest, in which they 
revealed they expected to be arrested and 
talked of using their weapons in that event. 

The trial could help solve other murder cases 
because notes under the name of the 
“Fighting organisation of Russian nationalists” 
(BORN) were found in the apartment. 

This shadowy outfit has claimed responsibility 
for several murders and sent such a message 
to Novaya Gazeta, the paper for which 
Baburova worked, after her murder. 

Detailed personal information about 
members of the so-called Black Hawks, a 
group of young men from the Caucasus who 
had been on trial for violence against racists, 
was also uncovered. When a Black Hawk 
member was shot dead in September 2009, 
it was BORN that claimed responsibility. 


Extremist criminality exposed 


From Daniel Poohl and Mikael Ekman 
for Expo in Stockholm 


THE ANTI-FASCIST magazine 
Expo has revealed that as many 
as 17% of the members of the 
Sweden Democrat Youth (SDU) 
have had close links with the 
hardcore nazi white power 
movement. The figures belie the 
attempts by the extreme-right 
Sweden Democrats’ youth wing 
to present itself as a well 
mannered and mature 
movement. 

Expo discovered the extent of 
these connections after 
accessing an SDU membership 
list from summer 2010. Among 
those on it are a one-time local 
leader of the former National 
Socialist Front, a 21-year-old 
former member of the Nordic 
National Socialist Movement 
and four people who took part 
in a demonstration by the 
Swedish Resistance Movement 
in 2008. 

Expo looked at 2,160 people 
and found 377 with a present or 
past link with white power 
networks. 


@ 18 have been members of nazi ~ 


organisations. 

@ 41 have ordered books, records 
and other products from white 
power companies. 

@ 9 have participated in 
demonstrations or activities of 
nazi organisations. 

m5 have donated money to white 
power groups. 

@ 14 have been active in the 
National Democratic Party, 
which even the Sweden 
Democrats describe as 
“pro-nazi”. 

m@ 31 have been active on 
openly national socialist 
Facebook groups. 

@ 15 have ordered fascist 


newspapers or newsletters. 

@ 309 have been active on 
various white power websites. 
The majority had registered 
accounts on nordisk.nu, the 
largest in Sweden. 


Like its parent party, the SDU 
lists crime prevention as one of 
its top political goals. Yet almost 
4% of its members received 
criminal convictions in 2010. 
They include: 

@ A 22-year-old man from 
Stockholm sentenced to three 
and a half years in prison for 
raping a child, sexual 
molestation of a child and 
sexual harassment. 

@ A 20-year-old man from 
southern Sweden convicted of 
raping his girlfriend. 

= Twelve people guilty of assault. 

m Thirteen people convicted of 
drugs offences. 


By comparison just 1.15% of 
the Swedish population as a 
whole was convicted of a crime 
in 2009 (figures for 2010 are not 
yet available). 

Most of the SDU’s members 
are in the 15-24 age group but 
in 2009, only 1.86% of people 
that age in the general 
population were convicted of 
a crime, leading to the 
inescapable conclusion that 
SDU members are more likely 
to commit a crime than non- 
members. 

Asked about Expo’s 
revelations, the SDU’s vice- 
president Gustav Kasselstrand 
said he did “not see any 
problem with the white 
power connections that his 
members have”. 
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Roundup 


THE NAZI DUTCH People's 
Union (NVU) chose the small 
town of Ede for its quarterly 
demonstration on 26 March, 
a key event in the 
organisation's calendar. This 
year is the 40th anniversary 
of its foundation and is being 
marked by a return to its 
racist and fascist roots. 

The main slogan in Ede was 
“Against multicultural terror”. 
In a press statement the 
party's leader Constant 
Kusters raged for, “No 
integration, no assimilation, 
but remigration”, a demand 
for ethnic cleansing. 

For years NVU 
demonstrations adopted more 
moderate themes such as 
solidarity with Iran and 
opposition to casino 
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British nazi helps NVU 
rediscover its fascist roots 


From Jeroen Bosch in Amsterdam for Alert! and Antifa-Net 


capitalism, plutocracy and the 
Lisbon Treaty. With its return 
to more racist slogans, the 
NVU is trying to hold its own 
against the wave of support 
for Geert Wilders's 
Islamophobic Freedom Party. 

The NVU is also losing racist 
and fascist youngsters to the 
Netherlands National Youth 
(NJN). More than 80 people 
attended the NJN's first 
demonstration last November 
while only 50 took part in the 
NVU's demonstration in 
October. 

Groups that join NVU 
marches under their own 
banners are wracked with 
problems. National Socialist 
Action split in 2009 and ever 
fewer activists are attracted 
by the ideology and 
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Visiting British nazi 
Mark Atkinson, whose 


Racial Volunteer Force 
activists marched 
against the EDL 
(below) 


appearance of these so- 
called autonomous 
nationalists. 

Around 70 nazis plodded 
around a short route through 
a quiet part of Ede, where the 
local authority had declared a 
state of emergency. Some 
residents demonstratively 
turned their backs, while 
others heckled their speeches. 
Several young boneheads 
made Hitler salutes without 
any intervention from the 
large force of police present. 
The nazis carried a White 
Power flag, a German Iron 
Cross and the German 
imperial war flag. 

A British delegation from the 
Racial Volunteer Force was led 
by Mark Atkinson, who 
banged on about the 


infamous “14 words" — “We 
must secure the existence of 
our people and a future for 
white children". He also spoke 
about “ZOG", the nazis’ 
antisemitic code for “Zionist 
Occupation Government”. 
Everybody in “the movement” 
who was not against “Jews 
and homosexuals” was a 
traitor, according to Atkinson, 
whose delegation carried a 
banner with the slogan 
“Smash ZOG/EDL". The nazis 
who have switched to the 
English Defence League will be 
delighted. 

Meanwhile the trial of 
Wilders on race hate charges is 
set to resume after it was 
adjourned at the end of 2010 
because his lawyer requested 
dismissal of the charges. 
During a preliminary hearing, 
Wilders's lawyer had argued 
that Wilders could not be 
prosecuted for the 
Islamophobic video clip Fitna, 
because he is not personally in 
the clip and because it was not 
published in the Netherlands 
but in Arizona. 

A verdict is expected in 
June, but Wilders thinks he 
will never be convicted. He 
has already outlined his plan 
for a sequel to Fitna, in which 
he will “unmask” the Prophet 
Mohammed as “a 
hallucinating schizophrenic 
with a brain tumour”. Despite 
his support for the current 
right-wing conservative 
government, Wilders is intent 
on continuing his crusade 
against Islam. 
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THE NATIONAL Democratic Party 
(NPD) is in bad shape after failing 
miserably in the first four of this year's 
six regional and three sets of local 
elections. 

In Hamburg, under the leadership 
of the veteran hardcore nazi Thomas 
Wulff (pictured), the NPD gained only 
0.9% (30,648 votes) in February, well 
below the 5% threshold to win seats. 
Even worse for the financially 
strapped party is that it failed to reach 
the 1% necessary for state funding. 

Its results in regional elections in 
Rheinland-Pfalz and Baden- 
Wirttemberg on 27 March were little 
better: 1.1% (20,562 votes) and 
0.97% (48,209 votes) respectively. 

In local elections in Hessen on the 
same day, the NPD won just ten seats. 

The NPD fared better in the 
regional parliament election in 
Saxony-Anhalt in eastern Germany on 
20 March though still failed to gain 
seats. Last year the party, which holds 
seats in the Saxony and Mecklenburg- 
Vorpommern parliaments, decided to 
prioritise the Saxony-Anhalt election, 
scenting the prospect of success. 

Saxony-Anhalt is a small region with 
an unemployment rate of 12.5%. To 
soften its image the NPD emphasised 
social issues and presented itself as 
the voice of “the man in the street", 
demanding “work not poverty” and 
“a future instead of closing down 
schools", together with a call to “get 
out of the euro”. The party calls the 
currency the “teuro”, a play on 
the words euro and teuer (expensive). 

However it could not resist showing 
its racist stance in posters with the 
slogans “Criminal foreigners get out” 
and “Heyer will clean things up", a 
reference to Matthias Heyer, the NPD's 
lead candidate and regional chairman. 

The campaign organiser was Holger 
Apfel, chairman of the NPD's parli- 
amentary group in Saxony. The NPD 
spent more than €250,000 (£221,000) 
on a campaign that included masses of 
posters, information booths, a tabloid 
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paper, YouTube videos and a so-called 
“Schoolyard-CD of white power hate 
music that was widely distributed to 
young people. 

And in a move reminiscent of 
Hitler's Nazis, the party organised a 
mobile soup kitchen: a camper van 
with a banner reading: “Food for the 
people not more pay for the fat cats”. 

Just four weeks before polling day, 
the NPD looked set to win seats but in 
the event fell short by 5,000 votes, 
taking 4.6% (45,826 votes). 

Election analyses indicate that the 
party did better in the countryside 
than in towns. As in previous 
elections, young men especially voted 
NPD - 17% of men aged up to 24 
and 12% of the 25-34 age group. 

The party's failure was the result of 
a combination of factors. For example 
more people voted Green because of 
the Fukushima nuclear power station 
crisis. And only a few weeks before 
the election, the party had its own 
near-meltdown when around 62,000 
internal emails were passed to the 
German daily paper die tageszeitung. 
The emails exposed the bogus nature 
of the NPD's attempts to give itself a 
democratic image. 

Some days later discussions from a 
private nazi internet forum were 
published, revealing that Heyer was 
posting messages — under the 
username “Junker Jorg" — explaining 
how to make explosives and calling 
for the rape of women members of 
the Left party. Heyer has, fruitlessly, 
denied that he is “Junker Jorg" and 
claimed after the election that he and 
the NPD had been victimised. 

Now the NPD leadership is worrying 
that it might fail to gain re-election in 
Mecklenburg-Vorpommern on 4 
September. That would be a 
catastrophe for the party because its 
parliamentary group there is held up 
as a flagship. Current polls suggest, 
happily, that only 4% will vote for the 
British National Party's German 
friends. | 
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ANTI-FASCIST 
FILM CLUB 


Reviewed by Paul Larkin 


The Norwegian film Max Manus 

(in English Man of War) relates the 
extraordinary exploits of Norwegian 
resistance fighter Max Manus 

(full name Maximo Guillermo Manus) 
who gained worldwide fame as a 
saboteur. Manus was particularly 
famous for leading limpet mine attacks 
on Nazi ships berthed in Oslo harbour. 
These attacks are reproduced with 
stunning effect in the film. 

Inevitably, Max Manus has been 
compared with another recent 
Scandinavian film about anti-Nazi 
resistance fighters Flammen og 
Citronen (Flame and Lemon) As a film 
Max Manus is far superior. The casting 
is superb with Aksel Hennie as Max 
playing a great role. While Flammen 
og Citronen makes the mistake of 
trying to do too much, telling too 
many individual stories and with 
almost cartoon-like action sequences, 
Max Manus focuses on what happens 
to a young man who makes the life- 
changing decision to fight a guerrilla 
war against an oppressor. 

The consequences of such decisions 
are not always positive and the film is 
excellent in depicting two trajectories 
simultaneously. The first is the soaring 
arc of Max's successes as a resistance 
fighter. The second is the descending 
arc of his struggle to come to terms 
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with the horrible events, in which he 
has been both witness and participant. 

Max fought a lifelong struggle with 
nerves and alcoholism, which is hardly 
surprising given that his actions led to 
both tremendous successes (such as 
the spectacular sinking of the troop 
transport ship, Donau) and then 
mistakes that led to the capture, 
torture and murder of his comrades. 

Max Manus, however, shares a fault 
with many accounts of the anti-Nazi 
resistance. The film's blurb in 
Norwegian describes it as usminket — 
unromanticised or warts and all, but 
that is not a true description of the 
film. The music score sometimes 
reaches Sound of Music territory and 
the dialogue in translation has phrases 
such as “no way” and “you guys” — 
not common parlance among the 
“Oslo Gang" in the early1940s. 


More fundamentally, the gritty reality 
of resistance fighting is not properly 
dealt with. In my experience of talking 
to resistance and guerrilla fighters over 
the years, the ones who emerged most 
unscathed from the horrors of conflict 
are the ones who had a vision of a just 
society and a conscious, politicised view 
of why they took up arms for the 
common good. Why is it then that the 
word “Jew” or “Communist” is never 
mentioned in this film? 

The fact is that Communists and 
Socialists (along with many anarchists, 
it must be said) led the fight against 
fascism and this is particularly so in 
Scandinavia. It would have been 
interesting, for example, to have a 
character like Kolbein (played brilliantly 
by Christian Rubeck) take a more 
politicised view of resistance and 
thereby show the debate that raged 
within resistance circles. 

This is a serious flaw in an 
otherwise brilliant film because we do 
not meet Max Manus the rebel who 
left school at 14 and took off to Cuba 
and subsequently to Chile where he 
sold flowers for a living —- Norway's 
first hippy? 

For all that, Max Manus is an 
inspiring film for all anti-fascists and 
does indeed carry Max's unspoken 
mantra, No Pasaran. 


Released 2008, 118 minutes 
Directors: Joachim Renning, 
Espen Sandberg 
Writer: Thomas Nordseth-Tiller 
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Why AV does not help the BNP 


Sonia Gable explodes some of the myths about the alternative vote 


AS REFERENDUM DAY on 
our voting system nears, 
both sides have invoked the 
spectre of the British 
National Party in support of 
their positions. The Yes 
campaign pointed out that 
the BNP is the only party 
that completely backs a No 
vote, implying that people 
should support what the 
BNP opposes. The No 
campaign claimed that AV 
would help the BNP. 

While noting the welcome 
premise underlying both 
positions — that the BNP isa 
bad thing - it is clear that 
both sides cannot be right. 
After all, the BNP is hardly 
likely to oppose a voting 
system that would benefit 
the party. 

AV has to make it harder 
for the BNP to win a seat in 
Parliament. At present, 
under the first-past-the- 
post voting system, many 
MPs are elected with the 
support of well under half 
the votes cast in their 
constituency. Before last 
year’s general election Nick 
Griffin considered standing 
for Parliament in Thurrock 
because he hoped that a 


split vote for the three main 
parties could let him sneak 
through with just 27%. It 
was an unlikely scenario but 
not impossible. 

Under AV that could not 
happen. Under AV, if no 
candidate gets over half the 
first preference votes, the 
second preferences of the 
losing candidate are 
reallocated among the 
remaining candidates. If still 
no candidate has more than 
half the votes, the candidate 
who has the fewest votes in 
that round are reallocated. 
Elimination and 
reallocation goes on until a 
candidate has more than 
half the votes still in play. 

For a BNP candidate to 
win, he or she would have to 
avoid coming bottom and 
being eliminated, and then 
attract a considerable 
number of second or third 
preferences from people 
who gave their first choice 
to candidates from two of 
the mainstream parties. 
That is far less likely to 
happen than a BNP 
candidate winning now 
under first-past-the-post. 

Accepting that the BNP 


will not win under AV, one 
objection that has been 
advanced is that BNP voters 
have more votes than 
people who support the 
main parties because their 
votes are reallocated, 
perhaps several times. 

The argument appears 
convincing at first sight, but 
it is simply not true. In every 
round of counting, each 
person's vote counts once 
and once only. A person 
who votes BNP and gives a 
second preference to the 
UK Independence Party, 
for example, has their vote 
counted for the BNP in the 
first round. If the BNP 
candidate is then 
eliminated, their vote is 
counted for the UKIP in the 
second round. A voter who 
votes Labour in the same 
election has their vote 
counted for Labour in the 
first round and again for 
Labour in the second round. 
That vote is counted for 
Labour in every round until 
the Labour candidate is 
eliminated. It matters not 
whether a person’s vote 
moves to another candidate 
or stays with the same 
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candidate in a round of 
counting, it is still one vote 
and it counts equally with 
other votes in each round. 

Another issue raised is 
that BNP voters, by using 
their lower preferences, 
could decide the results of 
elections so other parties 
would pander to the BNP to 
attract second preferences. 
The argument is 
superficially attractive, but 
fallacious. For BNP voters to 
decide the result after 
elimination of their 
candidate, two unlikely 
conditions would have to be 
met. Firstly the BNP vote 
would have to be greater 
than the eventual winning 
margin; secondly BNP 
voters would have to express 
a second preference for the 
same mainstream party. 

In fact for the mainstream 
parties to pander to BNP 
voters would be a poor 
strategy. A winning 
candidate needs to attract 
over half the vote. The BNP 
has the support of a tiny 
percentage of voters and the 
overwhelming majority 
strongly disapproves of the 
racist party. 

By ensuring that every 
vote counts, AV would force 
mainstream parties to listen 
to voters and address their 
concerns. It would no 
longer be possible for 
parties to ignore huge 
numbers of voters and 
concentrate only on the 
small number of marginal 
constituencies in which 
general elections are won or 
lost. That in itself would go 
some way to reducing the 
BNP’s base among 
disengaged voters who 
currently feel ignored. & 
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News from the HOPE not hate campaign 


Join the HOPE not hate campaign for 
one final push before the May local 
elections. Stop the BNP getting elected 
and see off Griffin once and for all. 


Sunday | May 
To find an event near you, visit 
www.hopenothate.org.uk 


“Get back on your banana 
boat”, said the Essex 
division of the English 
Defence League in unison 
with its friends in the British 
National Party as the two 
groups combined 
unsuccessfully to stop HOPE 
not hate and trade union 
activists from leafleting in 
Thurrock, Essex, on 16 April. 
Thirty EDL supporters 
attempted to block the exits 
from Grays station while in 
nearby Tilbury, a dozen BNP 
fascists tried the same tactic. 
The EDLs leaders claim 
their organisation is only a 
symptom of a problem in 
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modern British society. But it 
is the EDL that creates its 
own problem. The longer 
this moronic, drunken, drug- 
fuelled army continues to 
spread its plague of racism, 
Islamophobia and 
homophobia in decent 
society, the clearer it drops 
into the abyss of fascism, 
intimidation and wanton 
thuggery. 

Extremism breeds 
extremism. The vast 
majority of people in this 
country shun extremism, but 
they are aware that it exists. 
Electorally, the BNP may be 
facing a downturn in its 


fortunes, but the growth of a 
street army such as the EDL, 
lawless and almost 
autonomous, is the wider 
picture not just of an 
endemic cultural downturn 
but also, perhaps, a shift 
among a large number of 
people away from absolute 
faith in the political process. 
The EDL leadership 
claims that HOPE not hate 
and trade union activists 
were in Essex to support the 
radical Islamist group 
Muslims Against Crusades. 
Nothing could be further 
from the truth. We were 
there as part of our promise 


The symptom 
or the disease? 


by Matthew Collins 


to defeat the fascist BNP 
electorally. That the EDL 
leaders cannot differentiate 
between civil society and 
extremism should serve as a 
warning as to the direction 
in which they see their 
movement going. 

Our message “A plague 
on both your houses” is seen 
by them as an anti-EDL 
message, which it is, but 
also as a statement in favour 
of Islamic extremism, which 
of course it is not. Extremism 
breeds extremism, and in 
this case the EDL is more 
than just a symptom of 
fascism. It is the disease. Mi 
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Crusaders” and now 
“Resistance” are intended to 
represent Nick Griffin's personal 
ideological legacy to the 
“movement”. Having temporarily 
succeeded in masking elements of 
his own dubious political history, 
Griffin is trying to forge the future 
of his party on a quasi-paramilitary 
outfit for people aged 18 to 30 with 
lashings of hearty, white Britishness 
thrown in. These new “Young 
Turks” are presented as driven by 
the wholesome love of their country 
and untainted like so many of their 
peers by Nazism and racial hatred. 

Since its inception, the BNP's 
youth wing has been surrounded 
by older gun nuts and heavy 
drinkers. The YBNP with its Nazi 
volk imagery was supposed to 
encourage teenage party members 
to adopt a healthy outdoor 
lifestyle by playing with knives and 
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camp Tires Junior Nazis got arunk 
and engaged in “healthy” 
teenage debauchery. 

After a series of national 
newspaper exposés, the YBNP 
morphed into the BNP 
Crusaders as the party 
continued to search for a long- 
term replacement for Griffin. 
Because of that wider context, 
a position in the leadership of 


the youth, or now “young adult", (above) 
wing of the BNP is an honour for Jordan Pont, not 
young white patriots who can always a loyal 
thereby present themselves as the Silat 
future leaders of the BNP. (below) 
Among the alumni of the BNP’s sight ede 


demonstrates his 
politics 


youth leadership are Mark Collett, 
who disgraced himself on national 
television (more than once), Griffin's 
daughter Jennifer, the 
argumentative Danny Lake, who 
was sacked by a text message telling 
him to “p*** off", and the party's 
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arms ror the tery star oF Channel 4s 
2010 documentary Young, Angry 
and White, Kieren Trent. 

Trent, who is articulate and 
working class, was seen as 
something of a boutique 

acquisition for the party. 

Certainly angry and white, 
Trent had been filmed 
contemplating the temptations 
of the rival National Front and 
“autonomous nationalists" of the 
now-defunct English National 
Resistance. 

Trent's personal life was a bit of 
a gift to amateur psychologists. 
His mother had fled two abusive 
relationships with Kieren in 
tow while his father made a new 
life with a new wife and family 
elsewhere in the country. 

Trent, 20, also exhibited a puritan 
view on sex and relationships, 
castigating open-mouthed friends 


inter-racial relationships, COUFTINg 
unchallenged controversy in a bid 
for further attention. He even 
went as far as to check his 
girlfriend's ethnicity. 

Someone so young with so many 
insecurities and hang-ups was ideal 
to head the BNP's youth section. 

In February, Trent was named as 
the leader of the latest incarnation 
of the young BNP, Resistance, at its 
launch in a London pub. 

His elevation came despite a 
strange incident the previous 
month. An interest in European 
fascism and trips to Europe with 
other BNP officers and members 
had stirred Trent's interest in his 
own Irish ancestry, always a tricky 
subject in the BNP. In January he 
tried to attend a Bloody Sunday 
commemoration meeting in 
Conway Hall, London, held jointly 
by the Republican Network for 


